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If sin be in the heart,
fairest sky is foul, and sad the summer
weather,
eje no longer sees the lambs at play together,
dull ear cannot hear the birds that sing so sweetly,
all the joy of God's good earth is gone
completely,
If sin be in the heart.
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If peace be in the heart,
The wildest winter storm is full of solemn beauty,
The midnight lightning-flash but shows the path of duty,
Each living creature tells some new and joyous story,
The very trees and stones all catch a ray of glory,
If peace be in the heart.
—Selected
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The True Church
' Eld. Earl M. Sider
A sermon preached over the "Brethren
in Christ Hour" CKPC, Brantford, Ontario, Canada.
Text Matt. 16:18. It is interesting, but
very pathetic, when we ask people if they
are Christians, to notice how many reply,
"I am a member of a church." But the
question of vital importance is this, "Do
you belong to the one true Church, the
Church outside of which there is no salvation?" I am not asking where you go
on Sunday, I only ask, "Do you belong to
the one true Church?"
You ask, "Where is this true Church?
What is this true Church? What are the
marks by which this one true Church may
be known?" You have a right to ask
these questions. If you will give me your
attention, I will give you some answers.
The one true Church is composed of all
those who believe with all their heart in
the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour
from sin. It is made up of all converted
men and women, boys and girls, on whom
the blood of Jesus Christ has been sprinkled and the Holy Spirit exerts His sanctifying power. Such persons are members
of the true Church of Jesus Christ.
It is a Church of which all the members
bear the same marks, because they are all
born of the same Spirit. They are holy as
God is holy. Holiness of life and conversation are distinguishing marks of every
member. They all hate sin—sin of every
kind. And they love Christ, love Him with
all their heart. They might have various
forms and fashions of worship, but they
all worship with one heart, in spirit and in
truth. They are all led by one Spirit. They
all build on one foundation, and the doctrines of their faith are all taken from one
book, the Bible. And from many nations
and languages there arises one exclamation
of joy, "Hallelujah," and they all respond
with one heart and voice, "Amen."
It is a church whose existence does not
depend on forms, ceremonies, cathedrals,
churches, vestments, organs, money, governments or any favor whatsoever from the
hand of man. Through the past centuries
it has existed when all these were taken
from it, and it has often been driven into
the wilderness and dens and caves of the
earth. Its existence depends on nothing
but the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ
and His Holy Spirit. That is the reason
that the true church, with this divine presence, cannot and will not die.
This is the only church which possesses true unity. Its members are agreed on
all the weightier matters of their faith, for
they are all taught by one Spirit and use
supplieth. They are one in purpose, that
of establishing the kingdom of Christ on

one common guide book, the Bible. In
their relationship they are compacted together by the "love" which every member
earth. How often the Church sings with
inspiration,
Like a mighty army, moves the Church
of God.
Brothers, we are treading where the
saints have trod,
We are not divided, all one body we,
One in hope and doctrine, one in charity.
Listen brother, if you are beginning to
feel out of sorts with God's people, you
better look out, or the devil will sever you
from the people who constitute the true
Church and which are bound for heaven.
It is the only Church which possesses
true holiness. Its members are all holy.
They are not merely holy by profession,
but holy in heart, holy in deed, and holy
in life. Paul said, "If any man be in
Christ he is a new creature, (a new creation) created in righteousness and true
holiness." And John tells us in his first
epistle, "That whosoever is born of God
doth not commit sin, for his seed remaineth in him, and he cannot sin because he
is born of God." Every member, more or
less, is conformed to the image of His
Son Jesus Christ. No unholy man belongs
to this church. Let me repeat, no unholy
man belongs to this Church. Peter says
Ye are a holy nation." "Are," Present
tense, M W , right now, in this life. Hebrews
says, He hath perfected forever them that
are sanctified." What a wonderful Church '
Glory be to the efficacy of His redeeming
grace! We sing sometimes,
0 boundless love divine,
How shall this tongue of mine
To wandering mortals tell
The matchless grace divine,
That I—a child of sin
Should in His image shine.
Hallelujah, what a Saviour.
This is the only Church which is certain
to endure into the end. There is nothing
that can overthrow or destroy it. Its members may be persecuted, imprisoned, beaten, beheaded or burned at the stake, but
the true church is never destroyed, it lives
on through fire and water. The Pharaohs,
the Herods, The Neros, Hitler or Stalin
have tried in vain to destroy this Church.
They pass away and are gone, but the
Church outlives them all. Paul said in
Romans 8, "In all these things we are
more than conquerors." Dr. Lyle has well
said, "The Church is an. anvil that has
broken many a hammer in this world, and
will break many a hammer still. It is a
bush, which often burning, yet is not consumed.
This is the church which does the work
of Christ on earth. It may be that its
members are few in number as compared
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with the children of the world, one and
two here and one and two there but these
are they who shake the world, who change
the history of kingdoms. When Christ left
the world He committed to a handful of
ordinary and apparently unequipped men,
the carrying on of the great work He had
started. Within a few years the influence of
their dynamic lives was so tremendous that
the leaders of the great city of Ephesus declared that "these men have turned the
world upside down." Within three centuries the impregnable and indominatable Rome, actually discarded their religion and adopted the religion of the followers of the lowly Nazarene. And right
now, the members of this true Church are
pushing their way, and making their influence definitely felt in every corner of
the earth, and that in face of the fire and
the sword. My friend, are you- tonight
sitting comfortably in your parlor or on
your veranda enjoying the luxuries provided by your prosperity, heedless of the
tragic moral and spiritual need of the
human family? If you are a member of
the true Church you feel the urge of the
Spirit of Him who died on Calvary's tree,
pushing you into glad and sacrificial service for your Master.
And if we want to save our country from
atheism and communism we must be fullfledged members of the true church. One
has said, "These are the life blood of a
country, the shield, the defence, the stay
and support of any nation."
This is the Church which shall be truly
glorious at the end. When all the glory
of earth and its nations is passed away,
then shall this church with great joy be
presented "without spot" before God,
amidst the throngs of angelic hosts. Daniel
tells us that "Then we shall shine as the
stars forever and ever." Brother, you had
better get some of that shine now. Get
some of that glory now. Better get your
sins under the blood and the glory of God
in your soul before the situation for you
is beyond hope.
Yes, this is the true church to which a
man must belong to be saved. Unless you
belong to this church you are nothing better tonight than a lost soul. Men suppose
if they belong to this church or that
church, observe the ordinances and partake of the communion, that all must be
well, but all are not members of Christ's
body who profess to be Christians. If you
do not belong to the body of Christ, the
true Church, it will be better at last if you
had never been born.
My friend, as God speaks to you now,
will you pray with me, 0 , Lord God, I am
conscious right now that there is sin in my
heart. I need the cleansing blood of Thy
dear son to save me now from that sin and
its power. Thou hast said "If we confess
our sins Thou art faithful and just to forgive our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness." Lord, I believe with all
(Continued on page sixteen)

(3)

347

October 6, 1947

EVANGELICAL

Editorial

r N i r s \ / ^ \ | I Misses Dorothy Myers,
U\U
T V J U Grace F r e n c h and
I ^ K I O W
Warren Sherman who
Have you ever met I x I N v ^ V V
represented
Brethren
the p e r s o n who T i l A "I"
in Christ Colleges in
knows all the anT / \ I
the European tour this
swers? It would summer returned to the United States on
appear as if some September 8 ?
people can explain
They were part of a party of twentyall the doctrines of the Word of God in- eight composed of students and alumni of
detail but when it comes to living as a colleges of the Brethren in Christ and
sanctified person ought to live as shown Mennonite churches. They were chaperin I Thes. 4:1-12 they are lacking. The oned by Dr. L. L. Ramseyer, president of
apostle might describe them as "Ever Bluffton college and Miss Marian Messner
learning, and never able to come to the of Hesston College. Important historical
knowledge of the truth." People whose and cultural centers were visted in Engthoughts are busied about religion, doc- land, France, Belgium, The Netherlands
trinal theories without their affections be- and Switzerland. They saw relief centers
ing reached or their principles being in- in action and enjoyed the contacts with
fluenced by it. They are always arguing, Relief Workers at the various headquarbeating about the bush but they never get ters.
possession of the blessed and saving truth
The desperate after-math of war was
of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
realized
as never before. People with the
Their own selfish inclinations, and not the
grace of God which can change life, mold torture of agonizing memories and no hope
character and cleanse from sin, continue to in sight to again live normal lives were
seen to the right and the left. Contacts
be the motive power with them.
that were made and sights that were seen
Not long since a man of a certain group make war the most absurd thing for sotackled me as I was awaiting a train to called civilized people to engage in. It is
go to a certain place to hold a meeting. certainly not part or parcel of those who
He had been seeking the opportunity to follow and love the Prince of Peace.
try me out on a mooted question for some— / . N. H.
time. Unfortunate for him, yet perhaps
fortunate, I knew his past and present living a little too well. My answers in the D I I D A I
^ e V - ^' ^ ' MyKland, pasform of counter questions to his first query K U K / \ L
tor of the First Lutheran
floored him. He soon left me and while I
C h u r c h in West Des
still often see him, never again has he I I X / I K I ^ ^ Moines, who has spent
tackled me on any doctrinal queries. My L I V I I N \ J nearly forty years in sucquestions were (1) Brother, are you trycessfully ministering to
ing to believe something which will ease rural areas, recently said, "And make no
your conscience and make it appear that mistake about it, if Democracy is to be
it is all right, and not wrong, to live with saved, it will have to be in the rural areas,
another man's wife? (2) Pray tell me, where community life is saturated with
whom are you trying to deceive or de- Christian principles. Democracy is on a
fraud?
shaky peg if it has to be saved from WashAccording to my opinion the most moot- ington."
ed theories of the Church today are conThe experience of traveling through any
cerning Calvinism and Arminianism. Cal- community and seeing the little country
vin and Arminius had many points in com- church becoming dilapidated and forsaken
mon. Relative to the theory of eternal se- in a saddening one. Every deserted church
curity they differed. Arminianism is de- is an evidence of one or more things. It
scribed by Webster as a Dutch protestant may be its former supporters are simply
against the tenets of strict Calvinism. Cal- not active and many have been overtaken
vin in his day would never have admitted with the god of materialism, or the pull
to the possibilities of sinning which some to the city church has caused many to
of his so-called adherents advocate today. forsake the simple form of worship in the
The truth of the matter is that only too few country parish.
today know anything or very little about
From ancient day city life has been
the doctrines of either man, and I am not noted for its godlessness. In fact, statistics
too certain that it matters much. If the conclude that cities could not survive were
theory of either man makes us careful then it not for the constant flow of country folk
let us follow them but if they make us who follow the glamor of the city and the
careless and unconcerned about Christian surroundings that man has made rather
living both should be rejected. May our than the wide open spaces where the handiconduct, our actions as a Church, be meas- work of God is all about him.
used by the practical teachings of God's
History shows that the Brethren in
Word and not by any man's theory per- Christ Church was very largely rural for
taining thereto. Less theory and more ac- many years following its beginning. It
tion would certainly be beneficial to one seems we too, are on the move. Less and
and all.
—J. A. C.
less we are a rural people, and more and
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Something to think about at
least is the statement, "Public prayer is the test of one's
courage, while private prayn e r is the test of one's chari K A Y
acter."
One who breathes the heavenly aroma
that permeates the secret place of prayer
and devotion will be like a Mary of old,
who broke the alabaster box and then
spread the fragrance about as she passed
from one room to another. To take time
to sit at the feet of Jesus will add speed to
completing necessary duties to be executed
in the day by day routine of life.
Let us pray—Brethren in Christ congregations. Unprecedented demands press
themselves upon us. Opportunities to worship the Lord in giving of money appear
from any way that one may look. A praying church is a liberal church. The need
for vital, forceful and spiritual truth is
called for from every pulpit. No greater
contribution to your pastor or minister
can be made than the sacrifice of prayer.
The kind of prayer that takes time, consumes energy, enumerates needs and believes that God on His Throne will answer
via of the pulpit.
Revival season is here. Next door and
across the way are those unsaved folks.
Back yonder in that Sunday-school class
are sortie youth who have reached an age
that acceptance of Jesus Christ is the most
important thing in their lives. Most heart
warming and Spirit-thrilling experiences
will add impetus to personal holy living
and a step-up to our church program.
Let us pray — ministers—all Christian
workers. To add more wheels to our machinery is an impossible substitute for
steam that need be generated in the boiler.
To avoid the spiritual disease "hardening
of the hearteries'* calls for a spiritual circulation that will keep the spirit of fervency upon us.
Let us pray—homemakers. The Gospel
needs a home to live in. If our homes are
built with devotion and prayer, the Church
will be the first benefactor. A praying
home is not a fault-finding home. A praying home is much alive with spiritual activity and blessing. No time is available
for listening to satan and his suggestions.
Just ahead of us is another legislative
period in Washington. We need to pray
for these men. It has pleased God at times
to guide men in accordance with His plan,
as though he placed "a hook in their
nose."
The ministry of prayer is successful in
combating evil and the only successful
means of evangelization. "And when they
had prayed the place was shaken." Even
so, our God, we ask of Thee, "Lord, teach
us to pray," Amen,

US

— / . AT. H.

THEORY
WITHOUT
ACTION
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more we are being absorbed in shops, factories, stores, business, etc. With this transition comes the urgent call to maintain our
simplicity, purity, humility and separation. While these virtues are attacked
everywhere, the pressure against them is
many fold greater in the city than it is in
the country. In the city I am constantly
looking at the things man has made,
breathing the air that is stagnant and polluted, while out yonder in the country I
stroll with God through the marvels of
nature and .breathe deeply of the freshness of a good atmosphere.
— / . N. H.
•fi

sfc

*

*

*

The little cares that fretted me,
I lost them yesterday,
Among the fields, above the sea,
Among the winds at play;
Among the lowing of the herds,
The rustling of the trees,
Among the singing of the birds,
The humming of the bees.
The foolish fears of what may pass,
I cast them all away
Among the clover-scented grass,
Among the new mown hay;
Among the rustling of the corn,
Where drowsy poppies nod,
Where ill thoughts die and good are born,
Out in the fields with God.
—Author Unknown.

"Rattlesnake Religion"
"Changed the glory of the uncorruptible
God into an image made like to . . . creeping things" (Romans 1:23).
One of the oldest cults in the United
States is the "rattlesnake religion" group
of some of the hill folk in southeastern
Kentucky. "Among these people, who
caress rattlesnakes and copperheads as part
of their religion, the serpents are taken to
church or other gatherings in boxes and
then draped around the necks of the worshippers, who go through all sorts of antics during the ceremony." (G. W. Stimpson).
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A Song For Your Heart
Rev. I. L. Wood
Elisha A. Hoffman was born in Orwigsburg, Pennsylvania, May 7, 1839. His
father was a minister in the Evangelical
Association. Following in the footsteps of
his father, he also entered the ministry.
He was a poet, musician, and a prolific
writej of both words and music of many
Gospel songs. Over two thousand songs
came from his pen.
It was while Hoffman was serving a pastorate in Lebanon, Pennsylvania that the
inspiration for this song came. In that
community lived a woman to whom God
had permitted numerous visitations of
sorrow and affliction. As Hoffman came
to her home one day, in his work of visitation, he found her in great distress and
sorrow, and in the throe of discouragement. She unburdened her heart to the
man of God, and concluded with the question, "Brother Hoffman, what shall I do?
What shall I d o ? " He endeavored to comfort her by quoting to her from the Word
such passages as were relevant to her particular need, and then added, in affect,
"You cannot do better than to take all your
sorrows to Jesus. You must tell Jesus."
For a moment she appeared to be absorbed in deep meditation. Suddenly her
face bore a glow,—her eyes lightened, and
with animation she exclaimed, "Yes, I
must tell Jesus."

Come Holy Spirit, Mighty God
Hettie L. Weaver
Come Holy Spirit, Mighty God,
Be Thou a stirring breeze
Tliat moves Thy saints to earnest
And wrecks the tents of ease.

prayer

Come Holy Spirit, Mighty God,
Be an impelling wind
It is a well known fact that the H o p i ' That moves Thy saints to seek the lost
Indians of our own Southwest hold an an- And win them from their sin.
nual snake dance in which venomous and
nonvenomous snakes are carried by the Come Word and Spirit, Mighty God,
Be Thou a rain and hail;
dancers between their teeth.
Destroy the hiding place of lies
The serpent, in Scripture, is a symbol And make their refuge jail.
of sin and satan, with one exception. The
uplifted serpent of Numbers 21 (referred Come Holy Spirit, Mighty God,
to by our Lord in John 3:14) is a type Be Thou a tempest strong
of Christ's death on the cross—made "sin" That moves the sinful hearts of men
for us.
To turn away from wrong.
"Rattlesnake religion" is a degenerate
form of apostasy—allied, by symbol, to Come Holy Spirit, Mighty God,
devil worship.—Selected.
Be Thou a breath of love;
Refresh Thy people on their way
To heavenly homes above.
Many gross sins are under the cloak of
Nanticoke. Ont.
religion^ . ...

Hoffman left that once sorrow-filled
home with the vision of a joy-illumined
face, and an encouraged spirit, and went
directly to his study to pen, by the help
and inspiration of God, these words, and
a little later the music, which have been
such a great blessing, comfort, and inspiration to many a troubled spirit:
"I must tell Jesus all of my trials;
I cannot bear these burdens alone;
In my distress He kindly will help me;
He ever loves and cares for His own.
I must tell Jesus all of my troubles;
He is a kind, compassionate Friend;
If I but ask Him He will deliver,
Make of my troubles quickly an end.
Tempted and tried I need a great Savior.
One who can help my burdens to bear:
I must tell Jesus, I must tell Jesus;
He all my cares and sorrows will share.
0 how the world to evil allures me!
0 how my heart is tempted to sin!
1 must tell Jesus, and He will help me
Over the world the victory to win.
Chorus—•
I must tell Jesus! I must tell Jesus!
I cannot bear my burdens alone;
I must tell Jesus! I must tell Jesus!
Jesus can help me, Jesus alone!"

A Mother's Soliloquy
Tobacco? Let me see. What good thing
I can say for you? Well, the best that
I can say for you is that you are a tyrant
—a tryant, do you h e a r ? . You've held my
loved ones in your grasp. Time and time
again they have said, "I'm done with you."
But time and time again I've seen them
fall prey to your wiles and come home
with the secret written on their faces that
you had conquered again.
I've seen that bright-eyed boy of mine,
whom I held in my arms as a tiny babe
and dreamed and planned over, fall to the
charms of Lady Nicotine, who ruined him,
so that I have determined by God's help
to fight you to the end.
And yet you are not satisfied. I had a
daughter—a lovely fragile girl, given to
me by God above. She often came to me
with her confidence, her hopes, her ideals,
her plans for the future. But alas; in
order to be a good sport she fell prey to
the cigarette habit and now I watch her
with sinking heart, as she goes about with
lagging steps and lusterless eyes. Then I
whisper, " 0 God, have mercy upon us all
and save our boys and girls through Jesus
Christ, Amen,"—Pentecostal Herald.
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Spiritual By-Paths In The
Greek New Testament
J. A. Huffman,

Falling From Grace and Possible
Restoration
(HEBREWS 6:1-8)
HE subject of falling from grace and
possible restoration is one over which
there has been and continues to be, much
controversy. This section of scripture is
confessedly difficult, and since the difficult
passage evidently treats this difficult subject, two difficulties are brought together.
Let us see if a few Greek words within the
scripture passage will help us in finding
a solution of both difficulties.
The exhortation is that of going on unto
perfection, Greek teleiotata, verse 1. This
word for "perfection" here evidently
means full growth or maturity. It is the
remotest distance from the starting base.
The phrase "Let us go on" is one word in
the Greek, pherometha, from phero, meaning to bring or bear, meaning here, not
personal effort only, but of personal yielding to a higher source of influence (Expositor's Greek New Testament). It is not
growing on, or exactly "going on," but being helped on.
The starting base is declared to be the
first principles of Christian doctrine with
attendant experience, which the Hebrewwriter calls a foundation, Greek themelion.
The several things listed as comprising
this Christian base or foundation are as
follows: repentance, faith, baptisms, laying on of hands, the resurrection and judgment. These fundamentals or principles
are not to have been by-passed but progress is to be registered beyond them.
But the caution is against failure, and
the remedy for failure is that of going on
or being helped on to "perfection."
Then the writer elaborates upon the
failure of going on and the danger ahead,
by delineating Christian experiences or
graces, as follows, verses 4 and 5:
1. As being ". . . . once enlightened."
The little Greek word hapaks translated
"once," means sufficiently, or enlightened
so as to be made fully responsible. It is
the description of the light which awakens
a sinner.
2. Having "tasted of the heavenly gift."
This word for "tasted," Greek geousamenous is one which describes vividly a personal experience. Jesus is quoted as having used this word several times in relation to tasting of the exuerience of death
(Matt. 16:28; Mark 9 : 1 , Luke 9 : 2 7 ) . The
Hebrew writer also uses the word in 2:9,
where we are told that Jesus "by the grace
of God tasted death for every man." Peter
also writes of newly born babes in Christ,

T
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"tasting that the Lord is good" (I Peter
2:3).
That which the individual is declared to
have tasted is the "heavenly gift" or the
gift from heaven. This "gift" is, in all
probability the gift of forgiveness or the
new birth, the initial Christian experience.
It might mean the gift of the Holy Spirit,
were that grace or experience not covered
by the next statement.
3. Having been "made partakers of the
Holy Spirit." The word on which this
statement largely depends is the Greek
metochos compounded of the preposition
mete, meaning with and echo, to have.
Here it means to be a sharer of the Holy
Spirit not only in the benefits of his ministry, but of his mind. The same writer
uses the word in 3:14, where he writes:
"We are become partakers of Christ, if we
hold fast the beginning of our confidence,
firm to the end."
4. Having "tasted the good word of
God." The Greek word for tasted is here
the same as in item two. All of God's
promises are "good," but it is peculiarly
the gospel of salvation through Christ,
which comprehends all of God's promises,
of which this person has experienced.
5. Having (tasted) "of the powers of
the age to come." The verb, though not
repeated, is understood as the same used
in items two and four. It is not only the
ministry of Christ in the present age, but
of his ministry in the coming age, which
projects itself ahead into the present, in
which believers have some experience of
Christ's second coming, and his glorious
reign over the earth initially experienced
by his enthronement, his crowning; his
sceptering in heart and life. These give
a spiritual thrill to those who by faith
taste, now and here, or experience them.
High spiritual altitudes these, mountaintops of religious experience, if words mean
anything at all! To dispute the conclusion
would be to renounce any definite meaning of words, and to repudiate all inspired
records.
The next and serious consideration is
that of falling, "And having fallen away."
This whole series of words is the translation of one Greek word parapesontas, the
Aorist participle of para which means
away from, compounded with pipto, to
fall. It is an act already accomplished. It
scarcely need be said that the thing from
which the individual has fallen away from
is that high pinnacle of religious experience delineated in the five detailed items
which have made up such an exalted experience. But the possibility of falling
away is unmistakably predicated.
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Our next inquiry concerns any possible
restoration from such a spiritual dilemma.
Does this Hebrew writer declare that there
Is no possibility for his restoration? Neither the King James nor the American
Standard Version makes clear the answer
tc this exceedingly important question.
Fortunately a Greek word in the verse
gives the clue.
In verse six it is declared that it is impossible to restore again such who fall
away, unto repentance, "seeing" that "they
crucify to themselves the Son of God
afresh." The Greek word for crucify is
anastaurountas, meaning to crucify again,
and is the present; accusative plural participle; literally reading "crucifying." The
present tense, represents the act as continuing in the present. The American Standard version has a marginal reading which
helps greatly, translating the word "while
they crucify." The verse then does not
state that the attitude of those who would
crucify by their actions the Son of God
and put him to open shame, cannot be reversed and remedied; but that while they
thus crucify Christ, it is impossible to restore them. He who crucifies Christ in his
attitude has no Saviour; therefore, in such
a state his case is hopeless.
Verses seven and eight picturesquely
portray in parable the ungracious soul
who has experienced all these heavenly
graces, but despite them, bears thorns and
thistles. Not the thorns and thistles only
but the earth itself is "burned."
Let us see the picture: Here is a series
of high mountain peaks of Christian experience rising one above the other. But
from even the highest there is no immunity
from falling. He who has attained such
heights may fall but there is no hint giving
of any such necessity. Whether a Christian Hebrew of long ago, or a believer now
should he renounce his faith in the only
Saviour and persist in so doing, his case
is impossible and hopeless. Unfortunate
as such a situation is, the door is still open
to the apostate. He may cease to crucify
the Son of God and bring shame upon
Him; may renounce his sin and apostasy;
and find his way back to restoration and
salvation.
[All Rights

Reserved)

Are you a Sunday School teacher? Do
you want power to bring your class to
Christ? Ask for it. One day in Sydney,
Australia, there came into our meeting
eighteen young women who sat on my left
in a long row. When I gave out the invitation the whole eighteen arose, walked
down front, accepted Christ, and publicly
confessed Him. I said to myself, "There's
a Sunday School class with a faithful praying, working teacher." And so it proved.
Their teacher, a young woman, had prayed
and worked for the definite conversion of
each one, and everyone was converted.
—Selected.

350

(6)

E V A N G E L I C A L

Marriage And Home Life
Luke L. Keefer
E have turned to the process of indoctrination in various fields of
faith as a safeguard for our rising generations. In the matter at hand we feel that
time spent at all is time well spent, if the
Word will be revealed in the leading of
hearts into paths of righteousness (right
doing). It is our purpose to speak plainly and emphatically and, withal, to speak
with Biblical verity.
Let us examine the scriptures for God's
view in respect to the cancerous infection
of thoughtless marriage and heartless,
Godless, home-blasting divorce. Of God's
several institutions, marriage was the first
given to man. It was given in the holy
sanctity of the unmarred righteousness of
Eden. It was given to sinless and guileless Adam and Eve. It anticipated the
bliss of an inseparable union for life. It
was enjoined upon a man and woman of
undivided purpose. The conditions of that
time allowed of no other possible participants, and hence no provision for later
complications was needful. But, we say,
times have changed. That is tru.e in respect to man but not to God. God of infallible wisdom and unerring omniscience
declared all things to be very good at their
institution. Can we imagine the possibility
of lightmindedness in matters of such
grave importance?
Allow the emphasis of several facts at
this point. Christ sanctioned the truth of
Gen. 2:24 in speaking to the questioning
multitudes concerning what marriage involved. We notice that he said the iriarrying parties dissolve their individualities in
a matrimonial "melting-pot" and out of
it comes a product that heaven sanctions
and emphatically forbids main to alter.
(Matt. 1 9 : 6 ) . Furthermore, the Holy
Spirit asked Paul to tell us that only death
terminates this heaven-sealed union. (Rom.
7:2 & 3) In making demands for abridgement of these truths to "suit the case," it
is stated by some, "But I was deceived
and defrauded by my partner, does my
vow still h o l d ? " Yes! "If a man vow a
vow unto the Lord—; he shall not break
his word, he shall do according to all that
proceedeth out of his mouth." (Num. 30:
2) Also, "What, know ye not that he which
is joined to an harlot is one body? For
two, saith he, shall be one flesh." (I Cor.
6:16) Hearken! God is not mocked: marriage is not a trial. We are in earnest
when we say that we hope our beloved
church will continue to be foursquare on
her stand on the word of God in this point.
Infidelity in public education and
courses in social relationships in schools
of higher learning are united in their efforts to tell the world that marriage as it
has been practiced heretofore is responsi-
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ble for the major part of our national and
international troubles, such as, war, depression, crime, suicide, etc. Don't believe
it. Their theory of nudist colonies and
inter-sexual communications of night-club
looseness gives off the stench of satan's
counterfeiting of Bible standards. They
say, "Don't get married." By saying this
they fulfill (I Tim. 4 : 2 ) . God says, "Marriage is honorable in all" (Heb. 13:4) and
sinless (I Cor. 7 : 2 8 ) .
In the Bible there is one marriage spoken of that invites the frown of God. That
is the "unequal yoke" marriage of II Cor.
6:14. By this scripture a Christian is
told not to be married to one who is not
a true lover of the Lord. And may we insert our suggestion as to the possible depth
of this warning. We can not wholeheartedly endorse inter-church marriage because of the conflict of church creeds. This
disharmony weakens a true agreement,
which is the cardinal requisite for marital
bliss. The need for saying, as must be
the case sometimes in the above mentioned
marriage, "my church" or "Your church"
could become quite troublesome, as well
as, some spots of difficulty. This is most
seriously reflected in the case of rearing
children which this division presents.Their
minds are divided as to the right faith
until they may be dangerously opened to
denying all faith. It seems that marriage
between members of two churches can
only be entered into after having passed
multiplied danger signs on the way to
the marriage altar.
As to the purpose of God in instituting
marriage, the scriptures teach "Be fruitful and multiply." The highest calling of
marital covenanters is parenthood. Selfishness of childless homes leads to the baseness of the sins of Rom. 1:26 & 27. Also
the responsibility of being parents to a
brotherless and sisterless child, is not
righteously discerning the meaning of "Be
fruitful and multiply." If time does not,
eternity and judgment will reveal the sin
of infanticide sweeping this present generation.
We would rather not, but feel we must,
take you into the proposition of sinking
and sunken homes in the shady, slimy
abyss of divorce. Although at this time
conditions are very abnormal, according
to the statistics of the public press the divorce rate for the state in which we live
has recently been one divorce to every
two marriages. We assume that this is
an aftermath of war, but prior to the war
the figures stood at one divorce to every
3.5 marriages. You, no doubt, agree when
we say the time has long since arrived for
us to cry against this social enemy number one.
The public has been allowed to think
that there are justifiable reasons for put-

ting away married companions, and the
uniting with a second, third, fourth, fifth
in, rapid succession. SHAME! Even the
deluded ecclesiastics of the day not only
sanction this orgy, but also advise it and
practice it for themselves. Why? Because
they claim the Bible allows it according
to Matt. 19:9 "Whosoever shall put away
his wife, except it be for fornication, and
shall marry another, committeth adultery:
—"Or they quote Deut. 24:1 & 2. It will
be necessary to interpret these scriptures
by scripture in order that we get the right
meaning, so we'll turn to Matt. 5:32. Here
the apparent loophole is in the words "except it be for fornication." They interpret
it as granting privilege for both divorce
and re-marriage. Now we recognize the
possibility of divorce according to this
text, but recognize with me that this was
given to the Pharisees under the law.
Moses was permitted to grant divorce to
the hard of heart, and yet God retained his
original attitude (Mai. 2 : 1 6 ) . According
to the scripture hardheartedness is included under the wrath of God. (Rom. 2:5) If
from the beginning it was not so, and those
that insist in the use of divorce are under
the wrath of God, with joy we turn to
Rom. 7: 2 & 3, and read "For the woman
which hath an husband is bound by the
law to her husband so long as he liveth;
but if the husband be dead, she is loosed
from the law of her husband. So then
if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called
an adulteress: but if her husband be dead,
she is free from that law; so that she is no
adulteress, though she be married to another man." Here we see that God does
not make void a marriage contract in the
enacting of divorce, neither does he establish a second marriage contract. This
leaves us with the clear understanding that
anyone who would attempt to divorce and
remarry, does so outside the will and favor

of God.
We rejoice in the better things that are
provided in this Holy Ghost dispensation.
It is facinating to know that God reveals
to man his will in regards to the choosing
of a companion. We can and should know
his will before we venture. Remember,
that even the marriage contract is binding
upon those who may be in their sins at
the time of courtship and marriage. God
recognizes the holiness and strength of the
institution of marriage regardless of
whether the contracting parties are saved
or not. Therefore, be instructed in the
revelation of God's holy Word.
There is no gall bitter as the gall of sin,
and no bond so strong as the bond of iniquity.
You can't preach
touching someone.

the

truth

without

Faith is telling your needs to God alone.
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The Old-Fashioned W o m a n
/ suppose I'm an old-fashioned
woman,
At least all the neighbors think so;
They say I'm clinging to customs
That went out of date years ago.
I simply can't learn the slang phrases,
In style I'm worse than a wreck;
For my skirts reach clear down to my
ankles,
And my waist comes clear up to my
neck.
I'm still saying grace at the table, ,
Tho' the bread may be barley or oat;
I don't hdnker to join the "new women"
And I've never been- crazy to vote.
I still love my husband and children,
I suppose that's an old-fashioned
view,
And I still read my Bible each morning
My faith in God's care to renew.
And so when they say I'm
old-fashioned,
Its truth I don't want to deny;
For I love the old creed and the customs
That were born in the ages gone by.
* * * * *
And if the great morning of Judgment
Finds my soul without blemish of sin
How much do you think it will matter
How queer and old-fashioned I've been?
—Selected.

Our Recreations
A fine summary of principles that
should govern our recreation is given below:
"Not every one is interested in the same
type of amusement and all do not have the
opportunity. Taste and good judgment
are needed. It is important therefore that
we in choosing amusements consider the
following factors:
" 1 . Is it in harmony with the law of
God and the Spirit of Christ? Does it
tend to obscure one's vision of God?
"2. Is it a true recreation—building up
physical, mental and spiritual strength?
" 3 . Is it using only a justified amount
of time, strength or money—not an extravagance ?
"4. Is it interfering with prior claims of
greater importance in business or in service to God and man?
" 5 . Is it helpful, not injurious or dangerous, to others who may participate or
witness the sport or diversion (Rom. 14:
19-21; 1 5 : 2 ) ?
"6. Is it in harmony with a high life
purpose and does it help to attain a worthwhile goal? It is important that a Christian keep the goal in sight. Steer, do not
drift.
"7. Is it one in which I can participate
to the glpry of God?
"A man's recreation—what he does
when he is 'off duty' is a test of his true
character."—Unknown.
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Avoid The Sunday Morning Rush
Avoid
Unpreparedness
Lord's Day is bound to transgress God's
Sabbath keeping should begin on Satur- commandment, and he is also bound to be
day. In fact all that we plan and do dur- in a grand rush. And he who goes in an
ing the week should help us to keep Sunday almost galloping gait before church time
as a real day of rest and consecration unto and to church can hardly be expected to
God. Especially on Saturday should we worship God calmly and thoughtfully; he
keep the day of the Lord in mind. No can hardly expect a real blessing.
secular work which can be done on SaturHere are a few suggestions which I
day should be postponed until Sunday; would recommend and which you can conand that which can be done on Monday sider :
should not be undertaken on Sunday.
What a difference it makes in our Chris- i . Arise on time; early enough so that you
tian homes if Saturday has really been a can prepare yourselves for church without
day of preparation, and if all manual la- rushing.
bors which could be done have been perBreakfast as a family.
This, as a rule,
formed on Saturday. Some mothers see to is no problem for our rural people, but
it that all that could possibly be done for for the city folks it is. They seldom eat toSunday has been accomplished. The cloth- gether as a family on week-day mornings.
es have been gone over and are in readi- But on Sunday we should make it a point
ness for Sunday morning. The shoes are to breakfast together in the interest of
all polished. The Sunday chores include order, peacefulness, and Sunday
morning
only that which have to be done. No un- family worship. Let your family devotions
necessary stable cleaning is conveniently help you to begin the day aright. Should
left for Sunday morning when the boys we sing?
cannot go out to the field anyway. No
Dress for church in plenty of time. Do
engine is fixed, and no tire is changed on
not
feel rushed. And rest a bit before goSunday morning if this is at all avoidable.
ing
to church. Be in a joyful, peaceful,
All these things have been tended to on
meditating
mood.
Saturday.
You say these are all ideals hard to
Where the foregoing is not the rule,
many a Sunday gets off to a bad start, and realize? I agree somewhat. But let us all
many a Sabbath blessing is sold for a mor- strive to realize them. A Sabbath well
sel of meat. Be' sure that your Sundays spent is a week well begun. But a Sabare not spoiled by all kinds of unnecessary bath ill begun can hardly be a Sabbath
work which rushes you into a nervous tem- well spent.
po.
Avoid Needless Interference and
Distractions
Be sure to get a full night's rest before
the Sabbath dawns. Some of our people
Many a Sabbath is spoiled by all kinds
have established the habit of going to bed of interfering and distracting influences.
later on Saturday night than on the other Shall I name some?
days of the week. They begin the work of
Secular and objectionable radio broadpreparation for the Sabbath too late in the casts. The atmosphere of many of our
day. It is almost midnight before the)' homes is marred and polluted by all kinds
finish and then perchance much is still to of advertising and un-Christian programs.
be done on Sunday morning. If you have The latter should always be avoided, but
established the late Saturday night habit, certainly on Sunday.
break with it! Teach your children to
Secular reading. A book may be "infinish early on Saturday and to get in a nocent, and even good, but definitely secfull night's sleep between Saturday and ular in spirit. The reading of such books
Sunday!
on Sunday does not help us spiritually,
but tones down the spiritual level of the
Avoid the Sunday Morning Rush
This item stands closely related to the day, and helps to render the day common.
former.

He who fails to prepare for the

The Real Home
E. E.

Puriton

A real home is a playground. Beware
of the house where you "mustn't frolic."
A real home is a workshop. Pity the
boy without a kit of tools, or the girl without a sewing basket.
A real home is a forum. Honest, open
discussion of life's great problems belongs

—Gospel

Banner.

originally and primarily to the family
circle.
A real home is a secret society. Loyalty
to one's family should mean keeping silent
on family matters.
A real home is a co-operative league.
Households flourish in peace where the
interest of each is the interest of all.
A real home is a haven of refuge. The
world makes us hunger for sympathy.—
Efficient, Living.
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26; Michigan, Residence 3986 Humboldt
Detroit 8, Telephone, Tyler 5-1470, H a r r y
Hock, Supt; Catherine Hock; Edith Toder;
Mary Sentz; Leora Kanode.
Life Line Gospel Mission, 224 Sixth St., San
Francisco 3, Calif., Mission Home 311 Scott
St. Zone 17. Telephone, UNderhill 1-4820
Harry and Katie Buckwalter; Evelyn Frysinger.
Messiah Lighthouse Chapel, 1175 Bailey St.,
Harrisburg, Penna. Joel E. and Faithe Carlson; Anna Mary Royer; Anna B. Wolgemuth.
Phone 26488.
Orlando Mission, 1712 Cook St., Orlando, Fla.,
Telephone 4312, Charles and Myrtle Nye;
Docia Calhoun.
Philadelphia Mission, 3423 N. Second Street,
Philadelphia, Penna. William and Anna
Rosenberry; Anita Brechbill; Alice Romberger.
Stowe Mission, Stowe, Pa., John A. and Emma L. Climenhaga; R u t h Keller.
Welland, 36 Elizabeth Street, E. Welland, Ont.,
Glenn and E r m a Diller; Pearl Jones. Phone
3192.

FOREIGN MISSIONARIES
Africa
General Superintendent: Bishop and Mrs. H.
H. Brubaker, P.O. Box 711, Bulawayo, So.
Rhodesia, South Africa.
Matopo Mission: Elder and Mrs. Charles Eshelman. Elder and Mrs. J. Paul George, Miss
Mary C. Kreider, Miss Verda Moyer, Miss
Fannie Longenecker, Matopo Mission, Bulawayo, So. Rhodesia, South Africa.
Mtshabezi Mission: Elder and Mrs. L. B.
Sider, Elder and Mrs. D. B. Hall, Mrs. Naomi
Lady, Miss Martha Kauffman, Miss Annie
Winger, Miss Mary Brenaman, Miss Anna
Wolgemuth, Miss Lula Asper, Mtshabezi
Mission, P. B. 102M, Bulawayo, So. Rhodesia,
S. Africa.
Wanezi Mission: Elder and Mrs. Albert Brenaman, Elder and Mrs. Arthur Climenhaga,
Miss Florence Hensel, Wanezi Mission, Filabusi. So. Rhodesia, S. Africa.
Macha Mission: Elder and Mrs. Bert Winger,
Miss Edna Lehman, Miss Ruth Hunt, Mrs.
Verna Glnder, Macha Mission, Choma, North
Rhodesia, South Africa.
Sikalongo Mission; Elder and Mrs. David
Climenhaga, Miss Anna Eyster, Miss Rhoda
Lenhert, Sikalongo Mission Choma, Northern
Rhodesia, South Africa.

India
Saharsa: O. & T. Ry., Bhagalpur Dist., India.
Sr. Anna Steckley, Sr. Leora Toder, Sr.
Shirley Bitner and Sr. Erma p a r e .
Madhipura Mission: Dauram, O. & T. Ry., India, Sr. Effle Rohrer and Sr. Beulah Arnold.
Barjora Mission: P. O. Tribenkganj via Supal, O. & T. Ry., India. Eld. and Sr. William
Hoke and Sr. Emma Rosenberger.
Mission House: Monghyr, E. I. Ry., India.
Eld. and Sr. George Paulus.
Missionaries on Furlough
Eld. Charles Engle, 660 E. Arrow Highway
Upland. Calif.
Miss Kathryn Wengert, R. 1., Jonestown, Pa.
Eld. & Mrs. Elmer Eyer, 579 Third Ave., Upland, Calif.
Sr. Emma Frey, 256 F . St., Upland, Calif.
. Sr. Anna R. Engle, Mt. Joy, Pa.
Sr. F. Mabel Frey, 256 F. St., Upland, Calif.
Eld. &. Sr. Roy H. Mann, Box 165, Mountvine. Pa.
Sr. Elizabeth Engle. Bausman, Pa.
Bish. & Sr. A. D. M. Dick, 2001 Paxton St.,
Harrisburg, Pa.
Sr. B. Ella Gayman, Shippensburg, Pa.
Eld. & Sr. W. O. Winger, Grantham, Pa.
Eld. and Mrs Allen Buckwalter, 338 N. 6th
Ave. Upland, Calif.

HOME MISSIONS
City Missions
Altoona Mission, 613 Fourth Ave., Altoona,
Penna. (Residence—1009 Rose Hill Drive)
Herman G. and Laura Miller.
Buffalo Mission, 25 Hawley Street, Buffalo 13,
N. T., Phone GRant 7706, Arthur and Wilma
Musser; Anna Henry.
Chicago Mission, 6039 Halstead Ave., Chicago
21, 111., Phone Wentworth 7122.. Sarah Bert,
Supt. Emeritus; C. J. Carlson, Supt. and
Pastor; Avis Carlson; Alice K. Albright;
Anna Margaret Friesen; Ruth Hunsberger.
Christian fellowship Ttissi^n, 1304 i^ir^t St.
N. E., Massillon, Ohio; Phone 4169 Eli H.
and Lydia Hostetler; Doris Rohrer.

Rural Missions
Canoe Creek Mission, Hollidaysburg, Penna,
Hayden Walls, Pastor; Beulah Lehman,
Florence Faus.
Farming-ton, New Mexico, Lynn and Elinor
Nicholson; Rosa Eyster.
Houghton Mission, Tillsonburg, Ont., Phone—
Glen Meyer 22R14, Thomas Whiteside, Pastor; Myrtle and Ruth Steckley, Luella Heise.
Kentucky—Harold Wolgemuth, Supt.
Fairview (Ella, Ky.) Esther Ebersole; Esther Greenawalt.
Knifley (Knifley, Ky.) Irvin and Dorothy
Kanode; Mary Heisejj, Nurse.
Nurse.
Garlin (Garlin, Ky.) Harold and Alice
Wolgemuth; Ida Lou Hane; Elizabeth
Hess, Nurse. (Imogene Snider, on leave of
absence for rest)
North Star Mission, Meath P a r k Station, Saskatchewan, Earl and Ellen Brechbill.
Carroll and Pulaski County, Allisonia, Virginia
Paul Wolgemuth, Supt., Ruth Wolgemuth;
Edith Davidson.

LOVE FEASTS
Kansas Lovefeasts
Zion, Kansas
Oct. 25-26
Kentucky Love Feasts
Fairview Church, Sat
Oct. 11
Grassy Springs, Sat. Eve
Nov. 8
Ohio Love Feasts
Pleasant Hill, Sat. & Sun
Oct. 11, 12
Beulah Chapel, Sat. & Sun
Oct. 25, 26
Chestnut Grove, Sat. & Sun
Nov. 1, 2
Valley Chapel, Sat. & Sun
Nov. 8, 9
Sippo Valley, Thanksgiving Meeting ....Nov. 27
Ontario Love Feasts
Markham, 10:00 A. M
Oct. 11-12
Howick 2:00 P. M
Oct. 18-19
Michigan Love Feasts
Carland
Oct. 11-17
Merrill
Oct. 18-19
Mooretown, District Meeting and
Love Feast
Oct. 31, Nov 1, .2.
Pennsylvania Love Feasts
Antrim 10:00 A. M
Oct. 18, 19
Fairland, Pa., 6:30 P. M
Oct. 26
Graterford, 2:00 P. M
Oct. 25-26
Manheim, Pa., evening
_
Oct. 26
Mt. Pleasant, evening
Nov. 29
Saxton, Pa.
Oct. 25
Souderton, 2:00 P. M
Oct. 18-19

RADIO BROADCASTS
W.M.P.C., Lapeer, Mich. 1260 Kcs.
First Thursday of every month
11:30 A. M.-12:30 P.
Every Tuesday—transcription
3:30 P. M.-3:45 P.
W E.E.U., Reading, Pa. 850 Kcs.
Each Sunday
1:30 P. M. to 2:00 P.
K.O.C.S., Ontario, Calif. 1510 Kcs.
Each Sunday
5:30 P. M. to 6:00 P.

M.
M.
M.
M.
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EVANGELISTIC SLATE
Gladwin, Mich
Oct. 5 to 19
Evangelist, Eld. Donald Heer
Dayton Mission, Ohio
Oct. 26 to Nov. 16
Evangelist, Eld. Donald Heer
Chestnut Grove, Ohio
Nov. 23 to Dec. 7
Evangelist, Eld. Donald Heer
Fairland, Pa
Nov. 2-16
Evangelist, Eld. Charles Rife
Mechanicsburg, Pa
Nov. 23
Evangelist, Bishop Luke Keefer
Vaughan, Ontario
Oct. 5-19
Evangelist, Bishop J. T. Ginder
Waynesboro, P a
Oct. 5-19
Evangelist, Eld. William Lewis
Zion, Kansas
Oct. 26—Nov. 16
Evangelist, Eld. William Lewis
Martinsburg, P a
Nov. 30
Evangelist, Eld. E. J. Rohrer
Pequea, Pa
1
Nov. 9
Evangelist, Bishop Charlie B. Byers
Woodbury, Pa
Nov. 2
Evangelist, Eld. Paul W. McBeth

EtTDISIL-PARKER—The marriage of John
Franklin Rudisil of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania,
and Jeanne Hazel Parker of Stanford, Connecticut, took place in the Messiah Home Chapel
on July 31st. Rev. Irvin O. Musser officiated.

HEISEY—On July 28, a son, Nelson Earl,
was born to Mr. and Mrs. David Z. Heisey of
Elizabethtown, R. 1, Pennsylvania.

BTTRKKOLSER—Sr. Nancy J. Hoover Burkholder. wife of the late Eld. Samuel S. Burkholder peacefully slept away to enter the
dawn of her eternal rest at tne break of day
on September 5, 1947. She had reached the
age of 79 years, 3 montns, and 8 days. She
passed away at her home in CnamDersburg,
fa., her native community. The passing of
Sr. Burkholder marks tne closing of a generation as sne was tne last of her family.
Motner Burknolder, as sue was known to
many, had been in ill health for a number of
years, and had become much weaker in recent months. During the years of her semiinvalidism she was lovingly and faithfully
cared for by her daugnter, Ruth. Sr. Burkholder was converted in her youth and a member of the church for about 65 years. Because
of her ill health sne was not able to attend
church service regularly for many years, and
almost none at all the last several years. But
even in the midst of this she maintained her
hope and believed that "our lignt aifliction
which is but for a moment worketh for us a
far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory."
In addition to her daughter, Ruth, at home,
she is survived by the following sons and
daughters: Mrs. John Wenger, St. Thomas,
Aaron H. Burkholder of Mecnanicsburg, Abram
I. of Marion, Daniel H. of Chambersburg, and
Henry H. of Chambersburg; Mrs. Merle Lehman, Shippensburg. 23 grandchildren and 14
great grandchildren also survive.
Funeral services were conducted by Bish.
Charles Byers, and .Rev. Avery Musser at Air
Hill Church on Sept. 8. Interment in Church
cemetery.

Births

WING-ERT—Bro. and Sr. Paul Wingert,
Chambersburg, Pa., R. 3, announce the joyful
news of the arrival of a daughter, Rosanna
Thrush, on August '29. Donald welcomes his
sister into the family, too.
NIX—Bro. and Sr. Bruce Nix announce the
arrival of a son, Leroy Elmer, on August 1st.
WINGER—Mr. and Mrs. Bert Winger (nee
Shirley Climenhaga) of Stevensville, Ont., are
happy to announce the birth of a son, Glen
Arthur, born on September 1. A brother for
Ivin.

Weddings
GINDER-KREIDER—On Thursday
afternoon September 4 a t 3:30 o'clock, Miss Edna
Kreider, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer S.
Kreider, Columbia, Pa., became the bride of
Jacob Ginder, son of Bro. and Sr. Daniel Ginder, Mount Joy. Pa.
The ceremony took place in the home of
Bishop Christ Lehman.
May the Lord's blessing be upon them
through life.
C H A P M A N-VANNATTER—On Saturday
June 28, 1947 at 12 o'clock, Nina Mildred Vannatter, daughter of Elder and Mrs. Alonzo
Vanmatter of Frogmore, Ontario, became the
bride of Elwood Francis Chapman, son of Sr.
Alex Chapman of Frogmore, Ontario.
The wedding took place in the home of the
bride's parents in the presence of a number
of relatives and friends.
Bishop Edward Gilmore, former pastor of
Houghton Mission, performed the ceremony.
May the blessing of the Lord rest upon
them through their life.
PUTMAN-HORTON—On Saturday, September 13, at 6 P. M., Frederick Lorus Putman,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Argus Putman, Perry Station, Ontario, was united in marriage to Thelma Merial Horton, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Anson Horton, Perry Station, Ontario.
The ceremony was performed in the home of
the officiating minister, Bishop Edward Gilmore.
McCDLLOCK.SHEBK—On the afternoon of
August 23 Miss Mary Alice Sherk, daughter
of Bro. and Sr. Bertie Ray Sherk became the
bride of Mr. Joseph Burton McCullock, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. McCullock of Parsley,
Ontario. They were united in marriage by the
bride's uncle, Rev. H. E. Wintermute, at the
Ontario Bible School. May God's richest
blessing follow them through life.
CHAKLTON-BEVBREUX — On the afternoon of September 13, Miss Betty Irene Devereux, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Devereux, of Fort Erie, Ontario, became the bride
of Hubert Leroy Charlton, son of Bro. and Sr.
Wm. Charlton, of Stevensville, Ontario. They
were united in marriage by the groom's father
asssited by Rev. Hugh Thompson of the Calvary Tabernacle Church of Fort Erie, Ontario.

V I S I T O R

Obituaries
RILE—Steven Hile, son of H. Otis and
Delia Hile was born June 3, 1935 in Saxton,«
Pa.
Steven was one of our Cradle Roll babies,
he was brought to church and Sunday School
on his motner's arms and wnen old enough
came himself. He loved to stay all nignt
with the mission folks and be called "tneir
boy." He liked to go along Sunday morning
to the other appointment.
Steven died in the Allegheny General Hospital, Pittsburg, a t 2 p. m. Sept. 9, 1947 after
a serious operation. ,
His parents and these brothers and sisters
are surviving; George, Gene, Jerry, Lillian,
Dorcus, Joseph, Max, Kenneth
and Juddy, all
at home except the two : oldest boys.
The funeral services were held at the Brethren in Christ church at Saxton, Pa., on Friday
at 2:30. Eld. R. K. Ebersole officiating.

HOSTETTER—Reuben N. Hostetter, son of
the late Christian S. and Barbara Newcomer
Hostetter, was born October 6, 1861, and passed away Tuesday evening, September 9, 1947,
following an illness of three weeks. He was
aged 86 years, 11 months, and 3 days.
He was united in marriage to Annie Miller
in the year 1884; who preceded him in death
three years ago. For 60 years they shared the
vicissitudes of life together. He had been a
farmer in Lancaster County, Pa., his entire
lifetime. He faithfully served as a deacon
for nearly 40 years in the Manor and Pequea
district.
He is survived by three children: Christian
M., Columbia; Emma, wife of Henry M. Mellinger, with whom he resided, Mount Joy; and
Anna, wife of Irvin M. Wolgemuth, Mount
Joy. There also survive 21 grandchildren, 19
great-grandchildren, and these brothers and
sister: Mrs. Lizzie Engle, Mount Joy; David
N. Hostetter, Mount Joy; Bishop Christian N.
Hostetter, Washington Boro; and Abraham N.
Hostetter, Mount Joy.
Life to him was Christ, and thus death
meant only more of Christ for him.
Funeral services were held in the Cross
Road Church, September 12, 1947, with Rev.
John Martin, Rev. Frederick Frey, and Rev.
Harry Brubaker in charge.
Interment at the Cross Roads cemetery.
1EIDY—Sr. Alice B. Leidy was born at
Woodbury, Pa., October 16, 1871 and passed
away on Friday, August 22, 1947 at her home
near Curryville, Pa.
She was united in marriage with Irvin W.
Leidy on December 24, 1896. Her husband
preceded her in death, October 4, 1943.
She was the last member of the John and
Lydia Hoffman Smith family and is survived
by five children, twenty grand-children and
one great grandchild.
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YOUTH CONFERENCE
A Youth Conference will be held at the
Oedar Grove Church, Pennsylvania, on October 12 and 13.
Speakers will include Eld. and Sr. Walter
0 . Winger and Eld. Henry Ginder.
» *•» i
MISSIONARY CONFERENCES
A series of Missionary Conferences will be
conducted at the following churches on the
dates announced.
Mt. Pleasant Church, Rapho District, Pa.,
Nov. 1-5. Each evening and all day Sunday.
Messiah Bible College, Grantham District,
Pa., Nov. 15-19. Each evening and all day
Sunday.
Palmyra Church, Dauphin and Lebanon
District, Pa., Oct. 17-19.
MISSIONARIES ARRIVE SAFELY
"Praise God for pleasant voyage and safe
arrival in Capetown, 9:30 A. M., September
R. H. Mann Party
SPECIAL REQUEST FOR PRAYER
A special request for prayer has been received in behalf of Sr. William Hoke of
India, who is in a Calcutta Hospital suffering from a serious Tropical fungis disease
of the skin.
She has suffered greatly from it and unless God intervenes this disease is oftentimes hard to cure until the afflicted individual leaves the country.
May the church at large lay hold of God
for her healing.
—The Foreign Mission Board
Barjora Mission
No doubt many of you have heard of the
illness of Mrs. William R. Hoke and are
wondering about hen present condition. It
was while we were in Landour, Mussoorie
that she contacted a Tropical Skin Disease.
At first there was a very small infection
on her right hand, but after a time it began
to spread and it went throughout her entire
right hand and in several places on her left
hand. She was treated in the Landour Community Hospital for thirty-one days and
then under Doctor's orders was transferred
to the School of Tropical Medicines in Calcutta. Miss Shirley Bitner travelled with
her from Landour, Mussoorie to Calcutta as
she was helpless to do anything with both
hands bandaged.
The most recent word
received from Calcutta stated that she is
improving. We know that many folk have
been praying for her and we believe that
God is going to be pleased to raise hen up
so that she may again be able to enter into
the work of the Lord here. Due to the
Buckwalters leaving for America we have
been stationed at Barjora. I have our little
girl with me here and we are getting along
real well. I would like to express our heart
felt thanks to all you who have been remembering us in prayer at this time and
trust that you will continue to pray for
complete healing. We are also grateful
for all who have written and expressed an
interest at this time.
William R. Hoke
Sr. Leidy was a faithful member of the
Brethren in Christ Church for over forty
years. She attended services at the Martinsburg Church where funeral services were held
Sunday afternoon a t 2:30 o'clock in charge
of Bishop Jesse Oldham and Elder J. Howard
Feather. Interment was made in the Dry Hill
Cemetery at Woodbury.
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In The Homeland

With the Church
On the Foreign Field
FIRST LETTER
This is my first letter to the Visitor since
I've been stationed here at our Barjora Mission station, and I thought I'd give you
somewhat of an idea of the various experiences which were mine during the month of
June.
In the April 21 issue of the Visitor
Esther Book had a letter in which she stated
that she was opening up a new dispensary
here at Barjora. The dispensary has been
open every morning and evening for the
last three months and many poor village
people have received medical assistance
through this avenue of service which is
sponsored by the M. C. C. and our mission.
Miss Book was in full charge of the dispensary work until June 1, and then from
that time I have been dispensing medicines
and giving malaria injections, kalazar injections for "Black Water Fever"; and purifying the water supply on the Mission Compound as there were several cases of ParaTyphoid in the Christian tola or community.
The water purifier was supplied by the
Health Officer of Tirbeniganj, and he has
also given medical assistance when a doctor's diagnosis was necessary.
I wish to state here that we are well
staffed with good registered nurses but we
lack the assistance of good medical doctors.
There are many occasions when a doctor's
assistance is needed very much, and perhaps the nearest doctor is 10 miles away
and cannot come at a moment's notice, so
we have to diagnose the case as best we
can and give the treatment which we think
is best, and without fail we commit it to
the Lord and the Lord has never failed us,
thanks, to His name.
I'm finding the dispensary work very interesting, and each day brings new opportunities of service to this needy people. This
season of the year, daylight breaks at 4:30
A. M., and therefore we get up early and
have morning prayers in the new church
building at 5:30 A. M. The Orphanage boys,
Christian Indians on the Compound, and the
Missionaries all gather at this time for
morning worship. We start the day with
God, and throughout the day we realize His
nearness and in the evening we praise God
that He has been our helper and guide in
the duties of the day, and so it matters
not how hard the test or trial may be, we
practice the Presence of God, and He honors our Faith.
Before opening the dispensary in the
morning one of the village preachers, Immanuel Henry, gives a short gospel message to those who have come for medicines,
and the men and women who come seem to
listen quite attentively, but many will not
turn from their heathenism to Christianity
because of custom—we sow the seed and
God waters it and gives the increase—so
we just commit them all to the Lord and
trust that some may have their spiritual
eyes opened to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Many cases of dysentery, malaria fever,
Black Water fever, come to the dispensary
for treatment—and also many cases who
haye pusy sores and wounds where maggots
have gotten in come to us for help.
Then there are days when I'm called on
to visit some sick person in the home. The
past month I've made all the calls on horseback. The number of calls this month was
about 10.
Since June 15, I've been the only mis-
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sionary here with the work of overseeing
the running of the orphanage in the absence
of Rev. and Mrs. Allen Buckwalter. The
Buckwalters are in the hills having their
hill furlough and will return August 1.
We covet your prayers for the work here,
and pray that God will richly reward each
one who is remembering us in prayer: and
giving of their gifts.
Emma Rosenberger
Barjora Mission
"I THANK THEE, GOD"
"I thank Thee, God above, because the
missionaries were willing to come to this
land of great darkness. I thank Thee because they brought the light—marvelous
light. Now may we walk in that light."
This is a portion of a very touching prayer offered with much feeling by one of our
native brethren at Mtshabezi. Such expressions of gratitude from the lips of
African Christians are not uncommon. Some
are truly grateful for the message of the
gospel and the blessing it has brought to
them and are careful to give expression of
thankfulness in words, while others seem
to forget how great the blessing, and neglect to give thanks.
As a reminder to the young people one
Sunday evening our dormitory mother, who
has been an earnest Christian for many
years recalled to their minds the fact that
their parents did not have all the opportunities the young people now have.
Their parents, if they wished to be Christians, or learn in school or be at the mission, had to leave home against their parents' wishes. Some had to run away secretly. Some were followed and punished severely if caught. They had to find their
own way and pay their school fees by working.
"Now you young people have a wonderful
opportunity. Do you appreciate i t ? " Parents help and encourage now instead of
oppose and punish. They want their children to learn. They pay school fees and
provide clothing.
'Tt is because the missionaries have come
to this country that you have these privileges. It is because they have come that
you can learn in school. It is because they
have come that you have the Word of God.
These are great privileges. They are privileges for which you should be thankful."
The message was concluded by further
encouragement to thank God for the missionaries and for that which they have
brought.
If the missionaries or anyone concerned
with the support or promotion of missionary work be tempted to feel that he has a
thankless task, let him be encouraged by
the words of our sister to the young people and read again the touching prayer of
our brother. "I thank Thee, God above, because the missionaries were willing to come
to this land of great darkness. I thank
Thee because they brought the light—marvelous light. Now may we walk in that
light."
Anna R. Wolgemuth, Mtshabezi Mission
No one needs to enter a law suit to col
lect the wages of sin.
Everybody can do a good deal for the
Lord who is willing to get down low
enough.

' Red Star Church, Lefedey, Oklahoma
Surely the Lord has been good to us.
Once again He has taken the results of adversity and used it to speak to souls thereby bringing untold benefit out of what
seemed hard circumstances.
We recently had the privilege of laboring
with Bro. Charles Rife of Fayetteville, Pa.
in a tent campaign seven miles west of our
church. The messages were rich and interesting. Large crowds attended. Visible results totaled 37 souls giving a testimony of
saving grace.
Last Sunday afternoon, August 30 the
pastor received 4 souls in church fellowship and baptized them in an impressive
service in the afternoon. These are all
young folks of school age, let us pray that
the potential talent of these lives may be
consecrated and channeled in the path of
obedience and blessing.
Sylvia Smee
Clearview, Saskatchewan
A few weeks have already gone by since
our revival closed at Clearview. Eld. Eli
Hostettier of Massillon, Ohio, came to us
from Delisle where he had been holding
meetings. He started services here on Sunday, July 15. The following Saturday we
had our love feast. The communion service
was precious. As we partook of the emblems, we realized that we might not do
this in remembrance of Him many times
more, because He may become sight to us
soon.
We had an all day meeting on Sunday.
Bro. Hostettier brought a message in the
morning, the afternoon was used in Bible
contests, special singing, and speaking. The
evening was given to our Brother who
brought us a good message.
The following Monday we had our yearly
business meeting.
Our Brother spoke convincing truths all
during the meetings, and results that we
longed to see may yet become sight.
We were glad for the two souls that came
to the altar during the meetings.
Our Brother left us to labor at Meath
Park.
Brother and Sister Cok and three children, Sister Linkletter and son all from
Delisle were with us over love feast time.
Mrs. Elsie Hahn
Five Forks, Penna.
On August 16, a tent meeting started in
the Five Forks community and continued
two weeks. Eld. Walter Winger, returned
missionary from Africa, labored with us as
our evangelist.
Due to the very late harvest, it was a
busy time of the year and the crowds were
not as large as we would like to have seen,
but those who attended enjoyed a spiritual
refreshing. One young girl was saved and
another renewed her covenant with the
Lord.
Bro. Winger gave inspiring and interesting messages. The community folks especially enjoyed the stories concerning Africa
as well as the song "Jesus Loves Me" in
the native language. Bro. Winger's son
Bert had labored with us about 8 years ago
and taught the song, and now the children
were glad to have it refreshed in their
memory.
May God bless Bro. Winger as he continues to be used of God in the salvation of
souls.
Mrs. John Knepper
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Mechanicsburg, Penna.
On Sunday morning, August 17, there occurred in the Mechanicsburg Brethren in
Christ Church the Ordination of Sr. Erma
Hare as a Missionary to the foreign field.
The Ordination Sermon was delivered by
Bishop C. N. Hostetter, Jr.
Sr. Hare, who has since left for the Indian Field, is one whom the Lord can use
greatly and whose testimony has been a
challenge as well as an encouragement to
the writer. May God bless her in her new
field.
On Sunday evening September 7, Sr. Ella
Gayrnan spoke in our Young People's Society, bringing us a very interesting half
hour. Special music for the evening was
presented by the Knepper Sisters' Trio of
our own congregation.
Wednesday evening, September 17, we
held our Harvest Home Service with Bishop
Jacob T. Ginder as speaker. Bro. Ginder
read from Luke 17 verses 7 to 18 using as
his theme "A Man Who Remembered to be
Thankful." Special music was presented by
a Mixed Octette and a Thank Offering was
taken for the Messiah Orphanage.
Dorothy E. Senseman

Quartet rendered an evening of song in the
church. The house was well filled.
July 26—Sisters Edna Switzer and Lila
Book accompanied by Bro. Donald Frymire
of Thomas, Okla., left a blessing with us
here in their short visit.
August 10—A group of former Home
children with friends and neighbors gathered on Sr. Katie Bollinger's lawn for the
noon meal. Sr. Bollinger gave thirty-five
yeans of service in the Home and this homecoming was given in her honor. A number
were present from a distance. Some of
these were Rev. and Mrs. Carl Carlson and
son Bert from Chicago. Miss Edna Payne
from Harrisburg, Pa., and Miss Sophia
Payne of Chicago, Mrs. Robert Klein of
Batavia, 111., and others. A number of these
were present in the morning service. Rev.
Carlson gave the morning message.
A short program was given on .the lawn
in the afternoon.
About eighty-five or
ninety were present for the Home Coming.
August 17-31—Bro. E. C. Flewelling of
Shippensburg, Pa., conducted a revival effort. God surely blessed us with inspiring
and heart searching messages. Some were
encouraged and some received definite help.
Prayer service was held nearly every morning at nine o'clock. These were well attended and gave rich blessing to those who
took part. Some were moved with conviction and a number raised their hands for
prayer.
An extra evening through the week has
been set aside for prayer for the work at
this place. At present this is to be held
each Monday.
Sr. Dorothy Reeter,' an isolated member
from Dakota, 111., was with us throughout
the two weeks of revival.
We desire an interest in the prayers of
those interested in the increase of Christ's
kingdom. We may be a small group but we
serve a truly great God who ever remembers His own.
Mrs. Albert E. Cober

Bertse, Black Creek, Ontario
On Sunday afternoon, August 24, at the
Niagara River near the Ontario Bible
School, five of our young converts were
baptized, a large group of members gathered to witness the scene. Later on three
more applied for membership and were baptized on Saturday evening, September 13.
The prayer of the Church is that God may
keep these young people and that, they may
grow in the knowledge of their Lord and
walk in His way.
Mt. Pleasant Church, Mt. Joy, Pa.
During the week end of Sept. 20 and 21
the second annual Young People's Conference of Rapho District convened. It was
preceded Saturday afternoon by a Harvest
Home Service. Sat. evening the young
people of Manor-Pequea, Donegal, and Rapho districts met in their last meeting for
1947.
Bro. John Hostetter of Clarence Center,
N. Y. and Bro. Arthur Musser of Buffalo
Mission, N. Y., were our guest speakers
throughout the services. The Lord used
them in a gracious way as they faithfully
ministered the Word of God to open hearts.
The various themes used were: Building
for life; My Church; and Service. The Conference came to a beautiful climax Sunday
evening after a message by Bro. Hostetter
on "More Than Conquerors through Christ,"
when a dozen young people publicly consecrated their lives to the Lord Jesus
Christ. Convictions were deepened, a greater appreciation for the church aroused and
a determined loyalty to Christ made firm in
the hearts of many.
Velma Martin
Franklin Corners, Coleta, Illinois
June 20—Bro. and Sr. Webster Eshelman
from New Hope, Pennsylvania came to the
Mt. Carmel Home to assist in the work
there. They are appreciated in the church
services as well as in the Home work. May
God richly bless them as they labor among
us.
June 22—Bro. and Sr. Howard Landis
and family of Souderton, Pennsylvania
soent Sunday with us in the services of
the day. They were returning from Conference. We also appreciated others who
stopped in as they journeyed to and from
Conferences this spring.
June 30—The Messiah Bible College Male

V I S I T O R

Upland, California
The fall program of the Upland church is
well underway again with the return of a
large number of Beulah College students
who are contributing both numerically and
spiritually to the life of this West Coast
congregation.
Beulah College opened its doors for its
27th year to receive an initial enrollment
of 136 college and academy students. Additional registrations have by now pushed
the total student count to near the 150
mark, approximately the same enrollment
as last year. As always, the student body
is composed of representatives from all
parts of the brotherhood, including Canada,
Africa, and India. New instructors for the
year include Melvin Bowers, who will serve
as registrar in addition to teaching English
and church history, and Anna Leatherman,
who will teach in the science department.
Also making a significant contribution to
the life of the Upland church is its new
pastor, Eld. Riall Stump, who assumed his
charge in July. The influence of Bro. Stump
in the life of the church and community has
already been felt and appreciated.
The annual California Youth Conference,
a principal event in the program of the
school and church, was again held this year
at Crestline in the San Bernardino mountains October 2-5. With "Are Ye Able?"
as its theme, the conference was designed
to challenge the young people to the work
of Christ and the church and to prepare
them to accent the challenge more effectively. The program of instruction was divided
into four schools, School of Missions, School
of Christian Service, School of Christian
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Laymen, and School of Christian Professions, with each conference member enrolled in the school most nearly meeting his
Principal speakers inmneeds and interests.
cluded Bishop J. Lester Myers, Greencastle,
Pa.; Dr. Don Householder, Trinity Methodist Church, Los Angeles; and John Giordano, converted Italian tenor, Los Angeles.
The Upland Sunday School began a new
year October 5. Officers for the new term
include: Eldon Bert, superintendent; Gordon Engle, assistant superintendent; Orville Bert, secretary; and Vern Zook, treasurer.
The Senior III Sunday School class, consisting of college-age young people, has
sponsored the placing of a large Gospel
billboard on busy Foothill Boulevard where
thousands of passing motorists daily read
its message. The sign was placed for a
three month period, after which the Upland
Sunday School will take up sponsorship of
the project.
Wendell Harmon
Carland, Michigan
The Michigan Annual Young People's
Conference was held here at Carland, August 16 and 17. Our guest speaker was
Bro. Jacob Kuhns from Nappanee, Ind. He
came the Thursday before the Conference,
thus giving us two extra evening services,
which were appreciated. Other speakers on
the program were, Elders Melvin Stauffer,
Kenneth Starr, Lewis Thomas, Harry Hock,
and Monroe Dourte from Penna. The young
people taking part were, Jay Sisco, Judson
Hill, George Bundy, Joe Jones, Albert
Ewald, Florence Sisco, Rozella Lyons, and
Thelma Green. Special singing was also a
feature of these services. Bro. Kuhns gave
two illustrated talks to the children. Sunday morning the Sunday School was divided
into three groups. Sr. Florence Sisco taught
the class of children 3 to 6 years. Bro.
Dourte the children 7 to 13 years. And
Bro. Frank Vore the older class. There
were 126 present for Sunday School. Bro.
Joe Jones brought the morning message.
We were glad to have Sr. Kuhns and children, also two young men, Ray Stump and
Donald Frenger from Indiana, for the Sunday service. And we were very grateful
for the use of a vacant house across from
the church, owned by Mr. and Mrs. Wesley
Stinson, in which to serve the meals to our
guests. Over, one hundred were given dinner there Sunday.
August 27 we had the privilege of having
Bro. and Sr. Henry P. Heisey and family
from Ohio give us a service. And on September 2, the Male Quartet and Prof. Brechbill from M. B. C, Grantham, Pa. gave us
a program.
Anna Kiteley
Saxton, Pa.
July 26, an afternoon service was held at
Riddlesburg mission. Bishop C. N. Hostetter, Jr. gave some very good instructions
to the applicants for church membership.
Eight were received into the church. Following this we went to the river for the
baptismal service. Our souls were blessed
as these young peonle and one old lady followed the Lord. They were all happy as
they came out of the water. Two of the
sisters were from Riddlesburg, Pa., the
others were from around Saxton. They
need your prayers, that they may be faithful.
Aug. 14, we met at Bro. Rogers for prayer meeting. During the testimony meeting
a young mother came in; she was distressed
about her soul. She asked for prayer for
(Continued on page fourteen)
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With The Radio Ministry
Hucksters and the Cloth
Lester I.

Snyder

A supine Christianity
lias allowed
pagan too large a say in radio

the

NE Sunday night, I heard a church
service over the car radio! For the
first time in three years, at least, I heard
something on the evening of the Lord's
Day that honored him. Something sacred
had been sandwiched in between the
hoarse hawking of Hollywood and the
trash of Tin Pan Alley. Here was a program other than those foisted on the public by the amusement trust.
Like many, I had been hoping again and
again against hope for something fitting
on Sunday night. It seemed that hope was
only to be wishful thinking. Consequently,
this incident of actually hearing the Word
of God preached on Sunday night led back
into memory to the early days when religious broadcasting was as much a part
of the average station's program as was
news and weather forecasting.
Why is it that we Christian Americans
are deprived of our rightful desire for
some, if not all, religious radio on Sunday
night? And wljy are programs announced
through our denominational sources cut
off at the Hudson River?
Interest of Religious People
There is good reason to maintain that
religious radio gave broadcasting its initial popularity. It is held that more of
the one-tube, earphone sets were sold to
persons seeking church services than to any
one other group of buyers. Program analysis of that early period will reinforce
this claim. Certainly in those days when
the first sets were manufactured and sold
and the potential of ether approach was
discerned, there were few, if any, of the
sports events and indeed none of the trash
that now occupies so much air time.

O

Today, on a Sunday, not one single
chain carries one religious program of any
nature after six-thirty in the evening!
Following the opening phase of religious radio related came the second stage
in the tragic history: the inclusion of religious broadcasting with other kinds of
commercial programming. This may have
been like the Constantinian "taking-over"
of the Christian religion in his day and
age. This turn in events was a wedding
of the sacred with the secular, also, but on
a checkbook basis. Again, this bred—in
many, though by no means all, cases—obvious deteriorations in the general tone of
religious, particularly evangelistic, presentation of the gospel.
The third stage, and most tragic of all,
was launched by the alleged voice of Protestanism, self-appointed
o n national

chains. Specifically, the agreement was
this: instead of commercializing religious
radio and feinting with a multitudinous
array of denominations, "representative''
faiths would be recognized and without
charge receive a "suitable" time to present
constituent credal programs in a sharing
sense. Or else one mutually acceptable
speaker would be placed on the program
regularly. Thus, instead of six Protestant
preachers competing for time, either locally, or on a chain, either one would be
selected as representative, as the late S.
Parkes Cadman entered with the National
Broadcasting Company, or, six different
denominational representatives would be
rotated for the unit of time. This latter
became the pattern for the Columbia
"Church of the Air."
As a result, five units of time would be
released for sale and, from a business
standpoint, this seems to be a profitable
maneuver of management.
On the surface, this arrangement had a
somewhat logical and attractive position.
It would seem to place control of church
services into the hands of the churches instead of the one-man denominations. The
affable willingness of the management
might be seen, at the outset, to represent a
high degree of civic and philanthropic interest, but it is all on the surface only.
Two Evil Tendencies
Two evil tendencies came to existence at
the time of this new policy's adoption, but,
before entering into them and their importance, it is proper to point out that, in
the new arrangement, money has seemed to
be no immediate factor. While it is true
that the advertisers buying up Sunday
night time, for example, pay amazingly
high rates, possibly far more than any
religious broadcaster on unit or chain
could, it is a fact that no question of ability to pay entered into the dropping of
commercial religious broadcasters. It was
not that any gospel broadcasters could 'not
pay the costs; many might have been able
to meet any bill rendered. None of them
was given a chance to operate at any cost,
high or low. It was simply a matter of
denying any opportunity for broadcasting
except under the arrangements before described of "representative" faiths.
Because of one of these resultant evil
tendencies no chance was given the oncepaying gospel radio preacher. There was
maneuvering of this new arrangement by
those entrusted to the carrying out of the
administration of the church's effort in
such a manner and to such an extent as to
almost completely exclude conservative,
evangelical pulpiteers.
The corresponding evil trend appearing
was the invasion of the entire programming phrase of the radio industry hy car-

October 6, 1947
petbaggers from the theatrical depressed
areas.
The chronology of this review places
here the introduction of talking pictures.
Vaudeville entered upon lean and hungry
days, and the plight of the starving theater
musician ploughed soil for the present
Petrilloism. In one actual instance, an
ex-theater manager, in his frantic efforts
to stall the fulfillment of the handwriting,
had reduced clean family vaudeville to the
vilest sort of co-ed burlesque. Still unable to make ends meet, he cut across into
radio and a few years ago died, vice-president of one of the largest radio chains—
in charge of programs! Is it any wonder
that a new and best-selling book portraying these invaders of the industry calls
them "hucksters?"
With such ilk entering the newest frontier of amusement, is it any wonder that
the abridging of religious time was met
with enthusiasm? Yet, this conversion of
former church time into low comedy and
worse was not the payoff. The payoff was
vastly worse!
After all, church leaders are not corporation counsellors-at-law. Churchmen
neither know nor are expected to know the
fine corners of contractual negotiations.
Vultures of Decency
Met them by the vultures of decency,
the ex-burlesque promoters—now radio
executives, the clerics—anxious first and
foremost to rid the ether of fundamentalism—took the well-known tumble. They
passed over the "joker" and came to too
late!
This was the joker: that, although the
agreeemnt for time was made by the chain
with an open inference that the program
would be a chain feature and would represent the chain's expression of public
service as in regard to the religious, there
was a clause that the local outlet could
accept or not. And very few accepted!
Thus, pro football games intercepted
vespers. Comic section readings competed
throughout Sunday mornings with the
morning services, to the usual disadvantage of the latter and the'obvious impact
upon Sunday school attendance. In addition, on the part of many stations, malicious opposition to the church, traditional with the stage, was trotted out to combat the diffusion of whatever religious radio seemed to remain.
Complete, blanket indictment cannot, of
course, be given to all broadcasters, but,
on the whole and in the main the radio
industry has thinned to tissue the entire
form of religious broadcasting. Of this
there can be no contradiction. Some local
managers have continued to maintain their
original arrangements—these have usually
been with small stations, though not always. A few chain outlets have admitted
the representative programs in the spirit
of the original agreement. Most, however
(Continued on page fourteen)
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Christianity Or Nihilism
Martin

Niemoeller

Letter to the Emergency Committee for
German Protestantism,
from Pastor D.
Martin Niemoeller.
Some months ago I came to the United
States at the invitation of the Federal
Council of Churches, as you know, and I
am profoundly grateful to them for all the
opportunities afforded to Mrs. Niemoeller
and myself of fellowship with the Christians and Christian churches in this country; and we hope that our visit may have
strengthened the feeling of Christian solidarity.
Now we are preparing to return to Germany and in this moment it is a great encouragement indeed to learn that Christian
friends here have formed the Emergency
Committee for German Protestantism.
More than once I have been asked to give
a farewell message to the American people; now it seems most appropriate to convey this earnest word to you and through
you as Secretary of this new and important committee.
Certainly, I have met with astonishing
interest in the fate of Central Europe and
with real concern about what happens to
the people in Germany today; but on the
other hand I have met also with such an
extraordinary amount of indifference and
even vindictiveness, and with so many misleading statements on the present state of
the spiritual as well as the physical conditions in Germany, that I feel rather at a
loss what to do. Thus, I thought it best to
write to you and to ask that you might give
this letter, or its contents, to such pastors
and Christians in this country who really
care. There is no sense in stirring the
press, but there may be after all some
sense in stirring the hearts; for the one
hope which I brought to this country and
which has not been shaken, but strengthened, is hope in the love of Christian fellowship.
And once more, this does not mean the
same thing that it was to me five months
ago. I have learned a great deal about the
difficulties in this country connected with
church cooperation and Christian organization. But I myself never will break with
a "fundamentalist" because he believes in
things in which I do not believe, and I
never will separate from a "liberal" because he does not believe in things in
which I do believe. But I shall stay a
brother to everybody who puts his only
trust and hope in my Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ, and I am sure, that the rest
will be taken care of by God's Holy Spirit,
according to the promise of Christ. I must
say a similar thing with respect to political
convictions: I can't deny anybody being a
Christian because he is opposed to my
political or economic views, and I cannot

even dissociate myself from radicals on
both sides, for whom I feel responsible as
fellow human beings, on whose behalf
Christ died, as He did for me.
I have met lots of Christian people of
all sorts of creeds and denominations, of
all sorts of political and economic views
who really are concerned about what is
happening in the world today and who
wish to do everything to help make good
what has been destroyed by men's greed
of power and by men's self-righteousness.
It is to such people that I appeal.
All Europe today is in a state of complete breakdown; with few exceptions the
nations suffer from hunger and obvious
starvation, aggravated by the consequences
of the worst winter for nearly 150 years.
As far as I can see, there is no country
in whole Europe today, where the situation
is more discouraging than in Germany itself. The winter in Berlin has been the
very worst since 1799. You have heard
that in Berlin during the last months more
than 2,000 people have frozen to death, according to the reliable report of Bishop
Dibelius. I have similar reports even from
the Ruhr, where people died from cold
right on top of one of the world's most
productive coal supplies. My own daughter-in-law spent this winter on her sickbed, only a few miles from the Ruhr, the
temperature never exceeding five degrees
below freezing point.
Who will answer for this misery? God
knows; but who will help to overcome it?
That responsibility is ours.
And even now, the despair is growing.
When I left Germany in the beginning of
December, the food ration was nominally
1550 calories, i.e., three-fifths of a normal
minimum; but actually it was only about
1200. Today it is once more 1550, but
according to a report of the Associated
Press, published in Staatszeitung of May
4th, many people in the British zone received, during the last weeks, only 900,
and for this week only 700 calories. That
means less than the lowest ration ever
heard of in a Nazi Concentration Camp,
and I guess that even the normal plain
breakfast in this country contains considerably more than that amount. In any case,
700 calories are only a quarter of the normal British food ration which is claimed
to be absolutely insufficient in an article
of New York Times of May 7th. This
situation means starvation in the strict
sense; but yet it means more.
Since the end of hostilities and the unconditional surrender of the German nation to America and her allies, at least six
million Germans have disappeared. During
the Moscow Conference it was reported
that only some 800 to 900 thousand German prisoners of war are left in Russia,
instead of the estimated number of about
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three and one-half to four millions; and
according to a member of the Hoover delegation, instead of ten millions of evacuees from the eastern provinces and countries, taken over by Poles and Czechs, only
five and one-half to six millions have arrived in the western zones. People who
know these facts and are facing now the
general starvation in the western zones
can't help thinking that this whole development is nothing else than the Morgenthau-plan put into action with the tendency to exterminate a whole nation to its
very roots. It is impossible that out of
this seed of renewed hatred anything good
can result. People have hoped that, with
"unconditional surrender," the victorious
nations would take the responsibility for
those who gave themselves away for their
mercy. In fact, the responsibility rests
with the victors, but only little hope is left
that this responsibility may be realized. In
the judgment of my suffering people, my
trip to America will appear as a failure,
and I shall have to answer for it, when
they will ask me: "Is that all you spent
five months abroad for—that we are starving now on 700 calories instead of 1550
as at your departure?" What shall I tell
them?
But I must speak a word to my Christian
friends and brethren, and to this end I am
writing you this letter. I know that it will
be impossible to overcome the European
disaster just by Christian relief work in
spite of all efforts. Unless there will be a
change in international policy, nothing of
real effect can be achieved. These are facts,
and it is of no value to argue about them.
And yet there is one thing that can be
done, and one need which might be over
come, if only Christians will begin to see
the issue and to do what they really can
do.
People who are suffering today and who
are facing the death of starvation—and
that means many people in Asia and in
Central Europe, and practically the whole
of Germany's population—are not only
facing physical death. In a way we have
done so all the time Hitler was in power,
when every sense of security had gone because of the Gestapo's rule of terror. But,
people are being convinced now that the
whole propaganda for democracy has been
an illusion, worse even than Hitler's propaganda. For everybody knew or soon
came to know, that Hitler personally did
not admit any authority superior to himself; but the western powers propagated
humane and Christian principles and asserted that they were fighting for the validity of these principles. This faith has
been utterly shattered, and what is even
worse, with this faith the trust in any truth
and humanity has been destroyed. The result is Nihilism, and the dying people
maddened by unparalleled suffering die
cursing God and man. According to the
understanding of these people all contributions of the victorious powers to keep
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the food supply on a level of about 1500
calories, are made only in order to hide
the actual extermination of millions behind the screen of insufficient help. Thus,
it is not only their body that dies; it is
their soul which becomes ruined and lost;
for they starve in hatred and vindictiveriess with a last unspoken curse in their
hearts. It is this terrible distress that
makes me speak and cry for help from my
Christian brethren in this country.
I am pleading: send personal parcels
with food and personal letters to everybody you know. Maybe, you may save
lives in doing so; but that is not even my
main concern. You may bring a last glimmer of hope into a soul in despair; you
may help one man or woman to cease cursing and regain faith in God and man; you
may become God's messenger of Christ's
love and help people to die at least in
peace, reconciled with earthly suffering
and grief. As soon as I shall be back in
Europe I shall send over hundreds and
hundreds of addresses and have them distributed through my friends to parish pastors, who will hand them over to all who
wish to help.
May God bless you, dear Brother Forell,
and all you do in order to mitigate the suffering of people who have paid more than
eye for eye and tooth for tooth for their
credulity in a new "savior," and may our
one an only Saviour have mercy upon us.
—The Church Advocate

In the Homeland
(Continued from page eleven)
her body and was prayed for at once, and
received some help; she could not stay for
all of the meeting but kept praying and
went to different homes for the folks to
pray for her. She was troubled about her
worldly clothes and felt led to wear the
covering all the time. She asked for prayer meeting in their home and both she and
her husband were saved that Saturday
night. They surely are different people.
They will be baptized soon. Another family
for the Lord.
Sept. 12 we buried one of our Sunday
School boys. We had known him since
birth. One of the workers was with his
mother and cared for them; they also named the baby Steven. He loved to stay with
the mission folks and go with them to the
different services. His death has made us
sad; we will miss him, but we believe God
had a purpose in taking him. It is a large
family and God has spoken to them often
before this. We pray they will all consider this call; some of us have to learn
the hard way.
Our Sunday School attendance is better
as the children are again able to come. So
many were out because of whooping cough,
mumps, etc. We are glad to have them
back.
S. Iola Dixon
Grants Pass, Oregon
The Church folks have been pleased to
welcome the many church acquaintances
who made Grants Pass their stopping place
while on their: way to and some on their
way from General Conferenece. More than
seventy had stopped here on their way
home from Conference. Two car loads from
western Canada, several cars from Ohio
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and about six loads from Pennsylvania.
On Sunday night we had six ministers
present. How we wish these could have
scattered their calls through the year. We
thank you one and all for your presence.
In August, Isaiah Book and a car load
from Upland were here, a very pleasant
surprise. Also during August for a few
weeks Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus Book of Whittier, California, were
here prospecting for
a possible move. W e appreciate these many
Christian friends with their sympathetic
prayers and encouragement.
Our fall business meeting was held September 6 with Elder A. C. Burkholder of
the Home Mission Board presiding.
Our S. S. reorganization was held August
17. Charles Winger was elected Superintendent.
Two of our girls, Mary Gish and Joyce
Books returned to Beulah College.
B. M. Books

Services closed Sunday evening August
30 with two seekers at the altar. An old man
was visited during the services and prayed
with and he claims Salvation. A young sister prayed through in her home and testifies to Victory. We praise God for all He
has done. Help us to pray that those who
received help will be faithful and that
others who are still rejecting Christ may
find Him while it is yet day.
It was good to have Bro. Charlie Cook,
Delisle, Sask., with us again after spending almost a year in Saskatchewan. He attended Ontario Joint Council at Bertie and
will return to Saskatchewan about the middle of September.
Some of our young folks attended the
Young Peonle's Conference at Wainfleet,
August 16-17.

Messiah Home, Harrisburg, Pa.
The Vacation Bible School was held two
weeks, from June 16 to June 27 in the evening from 6:30 to 8:30 o'clock. This being
our first experience of Bible School in the
evening it was an experiment as to how the
children would attend, There wese seventy
children and fourteen adults enrolled. The
average daily attendance was eighty-four
and three tenths. There were thirty who had
a perfect attendance record. The offering
of the Bible School was $16.16.
Sunday evening, June 29, the school gave
an interesting program and many of the
parents and friends of the children were
present and all were well pleased with the
school's program and work. The offering
on the evening of the program amounted to
$37.93.
It was decided by the school this offering
be divided between Africa and India, and
since our Africa Missionaries are going
through a famine because of a drought and
our India Missionaries can hardly get powdered milk for the India orphans, it will
be used for these outstanding needs.
On July 20 there was a farewell service
held for the outgoing missionaries to
Africa, Bro. and Sr. Roy Mann and Elizabeth Engle.
On August 24 there was another farewell
service held for Sr. Erma Hare. Sr. Hare
left for India. Both these services were
well attended and impressive. May God's
richest blessing accompany these workers
to their place of labor.
Sadie Brehm
Boyle, Ontario
On Saturday, August 10, our tent services started. The tents were pitched in
Bro. Lyman Miller's field, which was a fine
location. Our faithful worker Bro. George
French, Markham, who has helped us so
many years, came again this year and helped with the visiting and took care of the
tents. Bro. C. N. Hostetter who we expected to be our evangelist could not come
so Bro. John Nigh of Hagersville, Ontario,
came to labor among us. Prom the beginning we feasted on God's Word and Bro.
Nigh's messages based on everyday living
were soul inspiring. It has been said one
could not sit under such messages and not
receive a Spiritual boost unless he closed
his heart to the truth. We appreciated having Sr. Nigh with us a few times and our
prayer is that God will continue to bless
Bro. and Sr. Nigh as they labor in this sin
trodden world for Him.
Bro. Ira Stern from Pennsylvania was
our song leader. His testimony and messages in song were enjoyed. Mav he be
blest as he uses his voice to tell the story
of Salvation.

Radio Ministry
(Continued from page twelve)
and unfortunately, have wilfully and maliciously contributed to the almost total
negation of the gospel via airwaves, working through this clause in their contract.
As a result, we have no religious radio
on Sunday night, the evening of the Lord's
Day, and little or none in the afternoon of
that sacred day. In its place we have
crime drama, divorce, glib desecration,
and the debauching swing. Neither we
nor our youth have too much of the inspirational, the comforting, or the uplifting in
life today. Surely, we have been "sold
down the river" by the strident voice of
our much publicized associated Protestantism with its department of national religious radio and—no radio.
What Can We Do About It?
In a certain small city, the "huckster"
atittude prevailed, with the incoming of
a theatrical-minded station manager and
the deplorable exodus of the church-considering predecessor providing a coarse
contrast.
In a very short time, the devotional program of the local ministerium was "booted." The shortness of time was the only
unexpected factor. No delay was evidenced
there.
Attempted negotiation with the adamant
manager failed. But no petition was circulated. No listener postal campaign was
initiated. The ministers concerned quietly
conversed with advertisers and stockholders. That was enough. A presentation of
appeal to the sense of fair play and operative justice met ready response. The penthouse mentality of the new manager had
a jolt bestowed upon it. An example was
afforded him. He was the example.
This strategy can be carried out in the
more extensive areas of necessity for such.
Action may even be a non-Catholic word,
fraught with meaning, also. Sensible and
sincere approach to those who actually
control the situation can produce the same
results as the ministers of the small city
found.
For what then are we waiting?
—The
Watchman-Examiner
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Exodus From Berlin
Robert

Kreider

HERE are moments in the history of a
people which are never forgotten—moments when events stand poised still and
then destiny opens the door.
January 30, 1947, will be one such day
which lives for decades in the memory of
one thousand Mennonite refugees. The
thirtieth was the day when the refugees,
after months of anxious waiting, left
Berlin.
Berlin is a city of refuge and a city of
fear. It is an Allied island in the sea of
the Soviet Zone. To the shores of this
island came the Mennonite refugees seeking safety and care. Here they had the
protection of the American military. Here
they had the loving care of MCC workers,
Peter and Frieda Dyck. For the refugees,
however, there always lurked in the background a feeling of anxiety. They were
on a tiny island.
Peter Dyck will record some day the
events of his closing weeks in Berlin. Those
days were charged with suspense and
drama. I write here only my impressions
of the last hours . . . the scenes at midnight at Lichterfelde-West railway station
. . . the hushed excitement . . . the rush of
events . . . I was only an observer, but I
want to share with you glimpses of those
few hours of high adventure.
During the preceding weeks Peter Dyck
had worked with quiet intensity to arrange
every detail for the movement of the thousand refugees by military-chartered train.
Intricate planning was required in the
preparations. Peter had the full coopera
tion and aid of the military. However, the
whole plan to ship a thousand refugees
out through the Russian Zone was fraught
with danger. Sunday night—the twentysixth—was to be the night. All was in
readiness.

T

Sunday morning we attended worship
service of the refugee community. Peter
preached. At noon we were to have dinner
together with the Lehmans. Peter and
Frieda had a meeting after the service.
They were to join us later. We waited and
waited. Finally, Freida arrived—distress
written all over her countenance. She reported the tragic news, "It's been called
off." Without approval from the Russian
authorities, the American Commanding
General was reluctant to take the risk of
sending this refugee train through the Russian Zone—"running the blockade." The
work of months collapsed in a moment
. . . The Volendam would sail for Paraguay
without the thousand from Berlin . . . The
MCC would lose $150,000 . . . Peter and
Frieda would have to carry on into their
sixth year of relief work, remaining at
the side of their refugee brethren, no ray
of hope on the horizon for these stranded

refugees in Berlin. It was Black Sunday.
Several days passed. Peter left for Bremerhaven to see off the Volendam, which
would be carrying to Paraguay the partial
shipload of 1,400. Those were sad days
in Berlin.
Thursday evening I had been attending a
birthday party for one of our staff members who lives over in the British Sector of
Berlin. W7hen I returned home, I learned
that someone had been trying to phone me
all evening. Soon the phone rang. It was
Mrs. Lehman. Her anxious message was:
"They're leaving! Hurry to LichterfeldeWest Station, unless it is already too late.
Frieda wants to see you!" . . . In a few
minutes I was speeding through the streets
to the railway station. It was a cold night.
Snow lay on the ground.
I found the railway station of Lichterfelde-West bustling with activity. The train
was still there! Stretched out for a third of
a mile was a freight train. Huge ten-ton
army trucks were streaming into the railway yard, discharging scores of persons,
swinging around and returning for more
loads. Trucks laden high with baggage
were pulling alongside the freight cars.
Squads of DP's from a nearby camp carried baggage, distributed straw to the cars,
etc. Ambulances drove in and out of the
railway yard. UNRRA trucks loaded with
food provisions were moving alongside the
train. Army officers were supervising the
entire operation.
Soon I found Frieda Dyck. She was radiantly happy. At 6:30 that evening Lt.
Col. Stinson had called her, asking whether
she could have the thousand refugees ready
to move at 8:00. The news was this: General Clay had gone directly to Marshal
Sokolovsky, Commander in Chief of Soviet
Occupation Forces in Germany, asking for
the "impossible"—Russian approval for
the one thousand former residents of Russia to migrate.
Marshal Sokolovsky
agreed. Then events moved with breathtaking speed. Clay's office phoned Bremerhaven "to hold the ship." The Transportation Section of the US Army promised to
have a train on the tracks by 10:00. Word
came from Bremerhaven that Peter was
racing by auto to reach Berlin in time to
join the transport.

(15)

359

a part of Peter's careful advance planning. It was a long, long train: Thirty-five
freight cars for the refugees, with more
than thirty persons to a car; five freight
cars to carry the baggage; one passenger
coach for the hospital cases.
Each car had been provided with an
army tent stove, a bale of straw to serve as
a protective layer on the floor, one hundred
pounds of coal pellets, several lengths of
stove pipe, water cans. An UNRRA crew
was on the scene distributing to each car a
two-days supply of army field rations.
Fresh bread was distributed and chocolate
for the children.
The ten-ton trucks rolled alongside the
freight cars, disgorging their refugee cargo. The trucks carried about sixty-five
persons per load. Lt. Col. Stinson, who
had command of the whole operation, was
to be seen at the trucks helping to lower
the persons to the ground. To one he
would say, "Take it easy, grandma." To
another "Jump Junior." Col. Stinson had a
great affection for these people. Both he
and Major Thompson, who was also .on
the scene, were the great protectors of these
people. As Major Thompson said, "I was
the first to stick out my neck for the Mennonites. Colonel Stinson came along and
continued to stick out his neck for the Mennonites."
After midnight the military guards
marched onto the scene. There were twenty-five soldiers, all clad in arctic dress and
all armed to the hilt. Then there were
officers: a major, two Russian-speaking
captains, a lieutenant or two. Judged by
the military force, this was a "top-priority"
transport. A guard was posted in almost
every car.
Minutes passed. Soon the , freight cars
were filled with their refugees. The stoves
had been set up. Smoke was pouring from
the stove pipes as they extended out
through the crack in the car door. It was
a freezing cold night and one felt sorry for
these thinly-clad refugees who would have
to brave thirty-six hours of travel in a cold
freight car.

It was midnight. I soon- found my place
in this exciting world. Frieda was supervising the establishment of the hospital.
Two UNRRA ambulances were bringing
in the invalid and hospital cases—about
twenty-five in number. The compartments
of a passenger car served as the hospital.
Direct from the hospital was brought a
mother who any hour was expected to give
birth to a child.

The refugees were strangely quiet amidst
the whirlwind of activity. The rush of
events of those few hours left them bewildered, overwhelmed, dazed . . . Was this the
hour for which they had waited for years
and years? What terrors, what fearful
dangers lay ahead as the train crept
through the Soviet Zone . . . As they turned their faces to the West, almost every
family left behind them in Europe—in Siberia—a husband, a father, brothers, sisters. With the joy was mingled an infinite
sadness. As the train stood on the verge
of moving westward into the Soviet Zone,
a thousand prayers were rising heavenward, seeking the protective presence of the
Good Shepherd.

The first task was to distribute flashlights
to each of the freight cars in which the refugees were to ride. The flashlights were

By two o'clock in the morning, the train
was ready to roll. Peter had not yet arrived. I went to the phone to place a call
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to Helmsted, the check point 150 miles to
the west on the Autobahn, to see whether
Peter—who was traveling with Seigfried
Janzen and Cornie Dyck—had yet checked
through. Waiting for the call, I dialed
Peter's office number in Berlin—and Peter
answered the phone! Only a few minutes
before the three had arrived in Berlin.
They found the refugee camp deserted.
They thought the transport had left. In
ten minutes they were at Lichterfelde-West.
In fiftee^ minutes the long train moved
slowly out of the station and pointed toward homes in a new land.—The Mennonite.

True Church
(Continued from page two)
my heart that Thou dost forgive and save
me now from all my sins and do make me
Thy child, a member of the true church of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

News
Worldwide, Minus Three
For Christianity in general, a statistical
round-up revealed a capital achievement.
Reported Canada's board of Protestant missions: Christian churches now exist in
every capital city of the world except three
—Lhasa, Tibet; Mecca, Saudi-Arabia, and
Kabul, Afghanistan.
The Cause of the Trouble
Sir Stafford Cripps, a member of the
British Cabinet, was asked recently to
speak as a layman in St. Martin's Church,
Birmingham, England. Sir Stafford blamed Britain's industrial lag on a lack of the
'Christian approach." He said, "Our industrial morale is low because a merely materialistic, self-centered outlook on our
work cannot give us a high morale. It is
because we, while continuing to call ourselves Christians, have many of us departed so far from the simplicity of His
(Christ's) teachings, that we find ourselves
in such difficulties today." It would be well
if other leaders would make the same acknowledgment.
Churches Receive Credit
The United States Department of State
has issued the report of a dispatch from
Edward P. Stanton, American Minister to
Siam, in which our diplomatic representative in that land credits the gift of medicines from the Protestant churches with
the rehabilitation of the entire country.
"The close of the war left several hundred
thousand people depleted with malaria, dysentery and other tropical diseases. Atabrine was selling in the black market of
Bangkok for one dollar a tablet. The Protestant churches of the United States sent
aproximately five and one-half tons of
medicines, which were distributed through
church channels, particularly in the northern part of the country, and more than
three hundred thousand persons have been
treated for malaria, dysentery and other
tropical diseases." Approximately half this
number of people are now well and strong
and atabrine is now selling in Bangkok at
one cent a tablet.
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Relief and Service News
The Prospect is Grim
In a letter dated August 27, Atlee Beechy
writes, "During my recent trip through
Germany I made it a point to ask a number
of people about the current harvest. The
general answer was that the harvest was
from poor to fair only. This limited harvest is due to some measure to dry weather
we have been having and also to the fact
that adequate fertilizer was not available.
The pinch will probably come next winter
and spring with a great shortage of flour
and potatoes. In addition, most of the
folks that I have talked to stated that they
feared next winter would be even worse
than any winter they have had.
"The economic life of the people in Germany and Austria is of course related to
the larger problem of the nature and degree
of the economic recovery permitted by the
occupying military powers. This, as you
are well aware, is currently being discussed
by the governments, but at this late date
even with favorable consideration it would
be late and there would be little that could
be expected in terms of assistance for this
coming winter. The prospects therefore,
are pretty grim and a high percentage of
the German people are very despondent and
discouraged.
"I am very sure that we can use effectively and to a good advantage in the meeting of real human need, all of the material
support which our folks at home are led to
give."

to the Director of Relief, Akron, Pennsylvania.
MCC Material Aid Slides
A set of 69 colored slides on the MCC program of collecting food, clothing and other
items for relief is available for loan to any
group or individual interested. A descriptive narrative accompanies the slides. Work
in both the United States and Canada is
described. These slides are very suitable
for use in connection with a discussion or
program on the relief program of the
church. 'For further information, persons
living in the United States should wite to
Publicity Office, MCC, Akron, Penna. Persons living in Canada write to the Mennonitg Central Committee, 223 King Street
East, Kitchener, Ontario.
Material Aid Contributions
The good response of our people in helping to supply the needs which prevail in
many parts of the world, is encouraging.
Already 32 carloads of wheat have been
donated, and considerably more is expected
to become available in the near future.
Our workers in Central Europe are unanimous in reporting that this coming winter will without doubt be as severe as any
previous one, in terms of hunger and suffering. They indicate that through the distribution channels which were set up during
last winter, they can efficiently give to
those who are the most needy, all of the
relief materials which the Mennonite people
in the United States and Canada may feel
led to contribute.
Flour, canned meat and fats, dried fruits,
clothing, shoes, and- mending materials are
among the materials which are needed most
acutely in the operation of a balanced relief program. Further information on the
types of relief materials needed, can be secured from the Food and Clothing folders
which were sent to each congregation during the summer, or direct from the Material
Aid Section, MCC, Akron, Pennsylvania.

Relief Worker Needs
There is a continuing need for mature
consecrated relief workers to replace returning personnel. At the present time
there is a- need for four men in the general
relief worker catagory for the India-Java
area. In China also there is need for several more men with general experience and
training as well as a few mechanics, a
builder, an agriculture expert, one or two
with experience or training in cooperatives,
Relief Worker Returns
and several nurses.
C. J. Rempel returned on September 22
Individuals who feel qualified and called from his mission to Paraguay, Argentina
to serve in any of these areas should write and Brazil.
The Heavens Reveal God
When the late Sir James Jeans died
though he had international repute as an
astro-physicist the main portion of his obituary in such papers as the New York
Times was given over to a discussion of his
philosophy. For the record it is well to
consider the most important phases of the
declarations of this great scientist. He said
in the Rede Memorial Lecture at Cambridge
University in 1930, "To my mind the laws
which nature obey are less suggestive of
those which a machine obeys in its motions
than those which a musician obeys in writing a figure or a poet in composing a sonnet. The motions of electrons and atoms do
not resemble the narts of a locomotive as
much as those of dancers in a cotillion. If
all this is so, then the universe can best be
pictured, though still very imperfectly and
inadequately, as consisting of pure thought,
the thought of what, for want of a better
word, we must describe as a mathematical
thinker. We discover that the universe
shows evidence of a designing or controlling power which has something in common
with our own individual minds."

made no pretence of being a Christian was
able to find out by his tremendous brain
that behind it all there was power and Godhead, a supreme Being and ordered Mind of
thought, but that was all. There never
was in any of his writings or speaking any
allusion to the further revelation of God in
Christ. If what he wrote was all he knew,
then he comes under the guilt of that statement in Romans, "without excuse."

Here is a great illustration of the first
chapter of Romans, "that which may be
known of God , , ." Sir James Jeans who

Subjects to God's kingdom are to be
won by love.
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The Family Altar
"The more I travel over the church, the
more definite is my conclusion that THE
PROBLEM OF ALL PROBLEMS before us
is that of making our homes centers for
Christian family life. Something happens
within the confines of the Christian family
that cannot be duplicated by any other institution or power. We cannot hope to develop great Christian leadership in the
world unless parents accept the responsibility of guiding the lives of their Children
in Christian thought and action."—Christian Victory.

